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Welcome to the Northern 
California Society of Botanical 

Artists

Members of NCalSBA wish to create public awareness and 
appreciation for historical and contemporary botanical art 
in Northern California communities.  We seek to educate 
the public on plant diversity, regional plant ecology and 
preservation of plant species. Recognizing that botanical 
artists frequently work alone in a discipline which is 
demanding and technically difficult, our primary mission is 
to support them by sponsoring activities and events for 
members and for the general public.

We are a regional chapter of the American Society of 
Botanical Artists (ASBA).  Membership in NCalSBA 
includes membership in ASBA.  We are a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible to the 
extent permitted by law.

All who support the tradition and contemporary practice of 
botanical art are invited to join.

Please visit our website at NCalSBA.org for information 
about:

Activities
Members' Art Gallery

Links to Classes & Suppliers
Exhibits

and More!



Contemporary Botanical Art

Botanical art is the centuries-old tradition of 
portraying plants with scientific accuracy and 
aesthetic sensitivity.  It has enjoyed a resurgence of 
popularity in the last 20 years.

Contemporary artists work in a wide variety of 
media, including watercolor, graphite, ink, colored 
pencil, and oil.  Selection of the subject matter and 
composition treatment are as varied as the plants 
themselves.  Our art form has deep roots in history 
and draws together the realms of art and science.

The San Francisco Bay Area has a large an creative 
botanical art community.  We are fortunate to have 
multiple venues offering classes regularly.  Our 
regional chapter membership is over 100 strong and 
we welcome artists of all levels and experience, and 
those who prefer to simply enjoy and help foster this 
art form.

ASBA Vision

The vision of ASBA is to:

Create awareness of botanical art as a living 
art form.

Honor the rich tradition and history of 
botanical art.

Expand the view of botanical art.

Recognize and encourage the highest 
standards of botanical art created by its 
members.

Encourage exhibition of botanical art in major 
museums around the globe.

Acknowledge the power of botanical art to 
communicate the importance of plants to our 
world whether through conservation, science, 
horticulture, or agriculture.

Pass on the art form and its techniques to the 
next generation of botanical artists.
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