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BOARD	  PROFILES	  
	  
PRESIDENT:	  	  Sally	  Petru	  
 
A fourth-generation Californian, Sally was born in Palo Alto and raised in Marin County.  She currently 
resides in Oakland with her husband and whichever of her three adult children are home. 

Education. Sally began her studies at Principia College in Studio Arts.  After transferring to UC Davis, 
she received a BS in Environmental Planning and Management with an emphasis in Landscape 
Architecture.  She received her Certificate in Botanical Art from Filoli in 2011. 

Work Experience.   Sally began her career in landscape design and urban planning with Royston, 
Hanamoto, Beck and Abbey, Landscape Architects.  Following this, she worked for the State of California 
Department of Water Resources, promoting water conservation and installing low water-use 
demonstration gardens.  With the City of Berkeley, she worked in the Parks Design Department to 
improve city parks.  At U.S. Windpower, she worked as a Permit Coordinator, obtaining land-use permits 
for wind farms throughout California.  Currently, Sally is a self-employed Botanical Illustrator, who also 
teaches botanical illustration. 

Volunteer Work.  Her school volunteer work included regular participation as a room parent, Language 
Program Coordinator, Auction Coordinator, PTA Secretary, and upper school liaison to the high school 
head.  Over the last several years, she has done a variety of jobs for the Children’s Support League and 
is a Trustee for Remember Them, a humanitarian sculpture installed in downtown Oakland.  A founding 
member of NCalSBA since 2005, Sally helped to guide the organization through the process of becoming 
a chapter of the ASBA.  

Interests/Special Skills:  In addition to spending time with her family, she enjoys tennis, hiking, dance, 
cooking, working in her garden, travel, and camping.  

Sally is proficient on the computer in Word, Excel, and Adobe Photoshop.  She is a skilled framer, 
draftswoman, illustrator, and an amateur horticulturist. 

E-mail Address.  sal@sallypetru.com       Website. www.sallypetru.com 

 

 

 

VICE	  PRESIDENT,	  ACTIVITIES:	  	  Marilyn	  Danny	  Swanson	  
 
A native mid-westerner, Danny has lived in California for the last 60 years and currently resides in 
Saratoga. 

Education.  She attended the University of California-Berkeley in the mid-1950s.  After her sons 
completed school, she studied Hand Bookbinding in San Francisco, specializing in French techniques.  
Danny was a member of the first class to graduate from Filoli’s Botanical Certificate Program in 2011. 

Work Experience.  In addition to raising a family, Danny also ran her own business as a binder for 
several years. 

Volunteer Experience.  Danny’s volunteer experience has been varied, from “hands on” to Board 
positions, from Valley Medical Center to the Junior League of San Jose, where she led a survey and 
published a book on Historic Structures in Santa Clara Valley in 1975.  

A member of the organizing committee for NCalSBA, she has held the Board position of Activities Chair 
for the last couple of years. 

Interests/Special Skills. In addition to pursuing creative interests related to home and garden, Danny is 
a BIG baseball fan—Giants, of course. Reading and writing are also high on her list.  She is devoted to 
her 40 year-old Book Club and has been their Recorder for 20 years.  

Danny works on a PC and hopes—one day—to become proficient in Word, Excel, and Publisher. 

E-mail Address.   mds@rspartnership.com   or   danny@rspartnership.com 
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VICE	  PRESIDENT,	  WEB	  COMMUNICATIONS:	  	  Pria	  Graves	  
	  
Pria is a San Francisco native who has resided in the Bay Area most of her life.  She frequently spends 
time in the UK as well as visiting Australia, her mother’s birthplace.  She and her husband, George, have 
lived in their 1904 home in Palo Alto for 27 years.  

Education.  Pria holds a BA in philosophy from UCSC, an MBA from University of Santa Clara, a 
Certificate in Garden Design from UC Berkeley Extension, and a Certificate in Botanical Art from Filoli. 

Work Experience.  She spent 20+ years as a software engineer and, since 2000, divides her time 
between botanical art, community and non-profit activities, and travel.  

Volunteer Work.  Her past volunteer experience includes: chair and webmaster of College Terrace (Palo 
Alto) neighborhood association for six years; board member and webmaster of two Palo Alto historic 
preservation non-profits and the SF Branch of the English-Speaking Union; and member of the Santa 
Clara County Airports Commission.  

Interests.  Pria is passionate about heirloom plants and collects and grows many in her garden.  She 
also enjoys playing Celtic harp and studying British history, especially the period between 1912 and the 
Second World War.  Little known fact:  in a former life, Pria rode a motorcycle across country several 
times—by herself! 

Special Skills.  Her technical skills include Web design and computer skills such as Photoshop, Excel, 
Powerpoint, etc.  She is also a published writer.  The ASBA Journal, The Botanical Artist, recently 
published an article by Pria, entitled, The Art of the Heirloom.	  

E-mail Address.	  	  	  priag@birketthouse.com	   Website:	  	  	  www.birketthouse.com	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
VICE-‐PRESIDENT,	  MEMBERSHIP	  COMMUNICATIONS:	  	  Nina	  Antze	  

 
Nina grew up in the Bronx, New York, but has lived in Northern California for most of her adult life.  She 
currently lives in Santa Rosa.  

Education.  Nina received a BA in Fine Art at San Francisco State University and a Certificate in 
Botanical Illustration from the New York Botanical Gardens. 

Work Experience.  Her early career was in accounting and bookkeeping.  She also worked as an artist, 
weaver, and quilt maker, in addition to teaching quilting classes for many years.  In 1987, she created 
PCQuilt, a software program for quilt makers and started her own business selling the program.  She 
currently teaches Colored Pencil and Botanical Illustration throughout the Bay Area, including the 
Sebastopol Center for the Arts, Santa Rosa Junior College, and Filoli Gardens. 

Volunteer Work.  Nina is currently a docent at Bouverie Preserve in Glen Ellen, doing nature hikes with 
third and fourth graders.  Past volunteer work includes:  teaching art in schools and nursing homes, 
Phelps Hospital Gray Lady, Board member of the Sebastopol Education Foundation, and classroom 
volunteer. 

Interests.  Nina enjoys spending time with her family and grandchildren, painting once a week with her 
93 year-old stepmother and visiting and painting at least once a month with her grandchildren.  When not 
teaching or drawing, Nina still enjoys making quilts and reading.  She also enjoys growing flowers and 
vegetables on the farm her husband is starting in Sebastopol. 

Special Skills.  In addition to her bookkeeping and communication skills, Nina’s technical computer skills 
include:  Word, Excel, Photoshop, Quicken, and some web design.   

E-mail Address.  antze@pcquilt.com 
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TREASURER:	  	  Natasha	  Prose	  
	  
Born in California, but raised as an Air Force brat, Natasha is happy to call the Santa Cruz Mountains 
home. 

Education.  Natasha began her undergraduate degree at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, and 
completed her BS in Industrial Psychology at California State University, Hayward.   

She briefly tried her hand in the field of Financial Planning, obtaining a Certificate in Personal Financial 
Planning through the UC Extension Program. 

Natasha attended—and nearly completed—the New York Botanical Garden Botanical Illustration 
Program. (With just a few more classes, the Certificate still could be hers.) 

She is currently working towards her MFA in Traditional Illustration through the Academy of Art in San 
Francisco. 

Work Experience.  Natasha has spent the past 20 years working in Compensation and Benefits for 
various high tech companies in the Bay Area. 

Interests.  Natasha has a broad range of interests—from illustration to permaculture to interior design—
which she weaves into her life and work by looking for meaningful ways to “connect the dots.” 

Special Skills.  Natasha’s technical skills include Microsoft Excel, Adobe Photoshop, Corel Painter, and 
Quicken. 

E-mail Address.	  	  	  nmprose@yahoo.com	  

	  

 

	  
SECRETARY:	  	  Suzanne	  Oldfield	  
 

Suzanne was born and raised in West Virginia, moved to California in the early seventies, and currently 
lives in Hillsborough, CA, with her husband, Ted. 

 Education.  Suzanne received a BA in Psychology and Art History from Mills College.  She has 
continued to take classes over the years where her interests have led her—interior design for a year at 
the College of San Mateo; creative writing classes at Stanford; and most recently, botanical art classes at 
Filoli, where she is enrolled in the Botanical Art Certificate Program.  

Work Experience. Suzanne began her career at Bank of America, California Division Marketing, working 
as the assistant to the Director of Marketing.  From there she moved to United States Leasing, where she 
worked as a writer in the Training Department.  She co-founded Merit Training Corporation, a 
management-consulting firm, specializing in change management for financial service organizations.  At 
Merit, she was responsible for the design and development of client training programs, including all 
written materials and graphic design. 

Volunteer Work.  Her volunteer work is fairly thin, having spent most of her time traveling and meeting 
impossible deadlines for work.  After retiring, she did volunteer work for the City of St. Marys, designing a 
kitchen for the new community building.  She also worked for Catholic Charities for next to nothing when 
she thought she might like to become a psychologist.   

Interests/Special Skills.  Suzanne enjoys reading and is a member of a 20 year-old book club, called 
Women Who Read Too Much.  She also enjoys skiing and, up to a year ago, was a distance runner.  In 
addition to her new passion for botanical art, she still enjoys creative writing and hopes to find a way to 
blend these interests. 

E-mail Address.	  	  	  SuzanneOldfield@aol.com	  	  
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PARLIAMENTARIAN:	  	  	  Margi	  Connelly	  
	  
A California native, Margi was born in Palo Alto, grew up in Marin County, and currently resides in Monte 
Sereno. 

Education.  She attended the University of Oregon and San Jose State University, where she obtained a 
B.A. in Social Science, an M.A. in Education, a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential, and a Specialist 
Instruction Credential in Reading and Language Arts. 

Work Experience.  Margi began her career teaching English as a second language and literacy to adults 
in an urban ministry program in San Jose and in the ATLAS program in Sunnyvale. She also taught 
reading to children at St. Mary’s School in Los Gatos, Scott Lane School in Santa Clara, and Marshall 
Lane School in Saratoga. 

Volunteer Work.  Her volunteer experience includes acting as Co-director of the Rosemary School After-
school Program (reading, tutoring, art); Coordinator for Raising-A-Reader Program, Santa Clara County 
Children’s Shelter; Reading Specialist for Raising A Reader, Economic Development Services-Catholic 
Charities; and Co-leader for Women Helping Women Ministry in Saratoga (raising funds for microloans 
for women in need). 

Interests/Special Skills.  Margi enjoys taking classes in art and writing, tending her orchard and 
gardens, and cooking with homegrown produce. 

She is currently completing her final project for the Filoli Botanical Certificate Program and looking 
forward to exhibiting her work and selling giclée prints.  Her final project is a study of heirloom pears 
found at Filoli. 	  

E-mail Address.	  	  	  margiconnelly@aol.com	  
	  

	  
	  

CHAPTER	  ADVISOR:	  	  Catherine	  Watters	  
	  
Catherine was born and raised in Paris, where her love of art began.  She came to the United States 
when she was 15 and currently resides in Orinda, CA, with her husband, Bob.  

Education.  Catherine received her BA from the University of California, Davis, where she studied French 
Literature and Art.  She holds Teaching Credentials in French, Spanish, and Art—also from U.C. Davis.  

She is a self-taught botanical artist who became interested in this art form 25 years ago. 

Work Experience.  Catherine’s early work experience was with Transamerica Airlines as a flight 
attendant, then as a supervisor.  She also taught French and Art in Davis and the Bay area.  Currently, 
Catherine is a Botanical Art instructor, teaching classes in the San Francisco Bay Area.  She is also a 
primary instructor and curriculum developer for the Filoli Botanical Art Certificate Program.  

In addition to teaching, Catherine is a working artist whose illustrations have been published in Rare Lilies 
of California (CNPS), Sunset Western Garden Book and Pruning (both published by Sunset).  Her French 
publications include:  Une Histoire des Fleurs and Le Langage des Fleurs, (Perrin).  More recently, 
Catherine’s work was featured in Horticulture Magazine, Victoria Magazine, and twice in Curtis’s 
Botanical Magazine, most recently in July 2011. 

Volunteer Work.  Catherine’s volunteer experience includes fundraising at the East Bay French-
American School in Berkeley.  Currently, she is on the Board of The American Society of Botanical 
Artists, serving on the Awards, Exhibition, and Education committees.  In addition to volunteering at Filoli 
in various capacities, she contributes her work as a Filoli Florilegium Artist, documenting plants in the 
garden. 

Interests/Special Skills.  Catherine enjoys painting and exhibiting her work.  Recent juried exhibitions 
include The Hunt Institute, Filoli, The Horticultural Society of New York, and The Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden.  She also enjoys traveling to France, visiting gardens, and collecting botanical art and books.   

Catherine is a gifted teacher and artist, bilingual in French and English, and highly skilled at chairing 
events. 

E-mail Address.  catherinewatters@sbcglobal.net  
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CHAPTER	  ADVISOR:	  	  Lee	  McCaffree	  
	  
Born and raised in Seattle, WA, Lee currently resides in Orinda, CA, with her husband, Chuck.  They 
have lived in many places throughout the U.S. and in London, England.   

Education.  Lee received her BA from University of Washington in Math after attending Smith College. 
She began her career in botanical art in London, studying under Christabel King of Kew Gardens.  She 
received Silver Gilt Medals for showing her “Pinus” series and her “Plants in Peril” series at the Royal 
Horticultural Society exhibitions in London.  Her work has been included in numerous juried exhibitions at 
many Botanical Gardens and Museums. 

Work Experience.  Currently, Lee is a Botanical Art Instructor, who gives regular private classes in the 
Bay Area.  She also shares the coordination and implementation of the Filoli Botanical Art Certificate 
Program, where she is a primary instructor. 

In addition to teaching, Lee is an artist/illustrator whose work is in the permanent collections of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew, the Filoli Florilegium, and the Hunt Institute of Botanical Documentation.  She 
created the poster for the California Native Plant Sale for the East Bay for nine years.  Her work is 
published in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, England, and Today’s Botanical Artist.  One of Lee’s paintings 
was recently included in “Losing Paradise,” an exhibit of endangered species illustrations, which traveled 
throughout the U. S. and Kew Gardens. 

Volunteer Work.  Lee volunteers with the California Native Plant Society where she has juried the art 
exhibits and spent many years with the plant propagation/sales team.  Lee just finished a term on the 
American Society of Botanical Artists Board of Directors and continues to chair their Artist and Education 
Grant Committee.  In addition to volunteering at Filoli in various capacities, she contributes her work as a 
Filoli Florilegium Artist.    

Interests/Special Skills.  In addition to visiting with her grandchildren, Lee enjoys hiking, gardening, and 
traveling.  By concentrating her work on native plants, she hopes to increase their visibility and use in 
public and private landscaping. 

E-mail Address.  lncmccaffree@comcast.net 

	  
	  
CHAPTER	  ADVISOR:	  	  Martha	  G.	  Kemp	  
	  
Although born and raised in Houston, Texas, Martha has been a California resident since 1970, moving 
west when her husband, Alston, joined a San Francisco law firm. They lived in Piedmont for almost thirty 
years until he retired in 1999, when they moved to their present home outside of Healdsburg. 

Education.  She attended Stephens College (majoring in Interior Design), the University of the Pacific, 
and UC Santa Barbara.  Her introduction to botanical art was through classes at Merritt College in 
Oakland from 1991-93, but her drawing is self-taught.  Her five Gold Medals from the Royal Horticultural 
Society are a source of great pride. 

Work Experience.  Instead of working outside her home, Martha stayed home to raise their two sons and 
hone her skills as a chauffeur for them and their friends.  Since “discovering” botanical art, she has 
enjoyed teaching and sharing her passion for using a draftsman’s lead holder, instead of a wood pencil, 
for creating botanical drawings.  She teaches classes at Filoli regularly.  She has also taught Master 
Classes at Brookside Gardens in Maryland and at the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum in Tucson. 

Volunteer Experience.  During her years in Piedmont, she was active and held assorted offices in East 
Bay organizations such as the Junior League of Oakland/East Bay, Holly Branch of the Children’s 
Hospital Auxiliary, the Junior Center of Art and Science, and the Piedmont Garden Club.  Since 1999, her 
main focus has been the American Society of Botanical Artists.  She served a six-year term on the Board 
of Directors from 1999-2005, as Chair of the Nominating Committee. She is currently serving a new six-
year term, as Chair of the Membership Committee.   

Interests/Special Skills.  In addition to drawing, Martha enjoys playing with her grandchildren, cooking, 
pruning (her favorite part of gardening) and travel. 

E-mail Address.  mrgkemp@gmail.com 
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SF/NORTHERN	  PENINSULA	  REPRESENTATIVE:	  	  Diana	  Thomas	  
	  
Diana is a native Californian who was born in Southern California, moved north, and remained there. 

Education. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of California and a Master’s 
degree from the University of Redlands.  Currently, she is taking art classes and workshops from several 
fabulous artists and teachers. 

Work Experience.  Diana is a speech/language pathologist, specializing in neurological rehabilitation.  
She has had a private practice for thirty-five years and continues to enjoy the challenges of her 
profession.   

Interests/Special Skills.  After riding dressage for many years, Diana now focuses on smaller creatures 
as pets and subjects for drawing.  She loves to garden and prowl the out of doors.  Her family is of top 
importance, and her six grandchildren are a big part of her life. 

Diana is part of the Quarryhill Florilegium and has shown her work in the George Segal Gallery at 
Montclair State University in New Jersey. 

E-mail Address.  dianathomas45@att.net 

 

 

	  
NORTH	  BAY	  CO-‐REPRESENTATIVE:	  	  Kristin	  Jakob	  
 
Kristin was born and raised in Mill Valley, California.  She lived in France from 1976-1978, illustrating a 
book on poisonous plants of the world while her father worked in Paris.  From 1978-1982, she lived in 
England, attending the Royal College of Art in London; married the rhythm guitarist of the Psychedelic 
Furs so he could get a work permit; divorced and returned to her Mill Valley family home, where she has 
resided ever since. 

Education.  After attending the College of Marin for one year, taking art and science classes, Kristin 
received an MA from the Royal College of Art in London. 

Work Experience.  Kristin has worked part-time at a framing company and part-time at Smith & Hawken 
stores and nurseries.  She currently works at Green Jeans Garden Supply in Mill Valley, while pursuing 
free-lance garden consultation, design and some labor. Kristin also does free-lance botanical illustration.  
Her work has been shown in numerous one-person and group exhibitions, some of which she also juried.  
She has published in journals, magazines, books, and catalogs, and on package designs and educational 
posters.  Her self-published greeting cards and prints are sold mainly in the SF Bay Area. 

Volunteer Work.  She is a board member of NCalSBA, serving as a Regional Rep. since its founding.  
She is a juror for the Filoli Florilegium.  Kristin is a long-time board member of the California Native Plant 
Society, Marin Chapter, filling several positions concurrently.  She is a past council member of the 
California Horticultural Society, on the Grounds Committee of the Mill Valley Outdoor Art Club, and 
occasional consultant on plants for the O’Hanlon Center for the Arts and the City of Mill Valley.    

Interests/Special Skills.  Kristin’s interests are numerous, principally in the performing arts (as a 
spectator).  She is a fairly good proofreader and a two-fingered typist who feels her technical/computer 
skills are sorely limited. 

E-mail Address.  kristinjakob@pacbell.net	  
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SOUTH	  BAY	  REPRESENTATIVE:	  	  Maria	  Cecilia	  (Cissy)	  Freeman	  
	  
Born in Havana, Cuba, Cissy grew up in and around Washington, D.C., moved to Berkeley in 1983, and 
now resides in Santa Cruz. 

Education.  She received a BA in English at the University of Maryland, then an MS and ABD-PhD in 
Linguistics at Georgetown University.  Throughout her school years, she also studied art.  Cissy 
continued her eclectic training up to the present by taking classes and workshops from many wonderful 
artists, concentrating on botanical art and illustration since 1994. 

Work Experience.  After teaching 5th grade and community college on the east coast, Cissy taught for 
24 years at UC Berkeley and UC Santa Cruz.  She taught writing, grammar and applied linguistics, and 
coordinated UCSC's program for the Entry-Level Writing Requirement.  She retired in 2007 to take her 
work as a freelance artist off the back burner and make it her primary occupation. 

Volunteer Work.  Cissy volunteers with the Smith Renaissance Society at UCSC, serving as a mentor to 
students who are current or former foster or homeless youth.  

Interests/Special Skills.  When she is not drawing and painting, Cissy likes to be outside tending her 
roses, fruit and vegetable gardens, and walking in wild places studying the flora.  She also likes to see a 
great deal of her three grandsons. 

In addition to the ASBA and NCalSBA, Cissy is an active member of the Guild of Natural Science 
Illustrators, the California Native Plant Society, and the Heritage Rose Foundation. 

E-mail Address.	  	  mcf@mcf-‐art.com	  or	  freeman@freelark.com	  

 

 

	  
EAST	  BAY	  REPRESENTATIVE:	  	  Betsy	  Eisenberg,	  ASID	  Allied,	  CCID	  
	  
A native Californian, Betsy was born in Oakland and currently resides there.  She moved to London in 
1977, where she met her husband, Raymond.  She returned to Oakland after her marriage in 1984.  

Education.  Betsy completed her degree in Interior Design at FIDM in San Francisco in 1987. 

Work Experience.  Betsy worked at Pacific Stereo in Emeryville for seven years as a market research 
analyst.  She also conducted market and advertising research for two worldwide advertising agencies in 
London.  Currently, she runs her own interior design business, working with clients from all over the Bay 
Area and beyond.  She specializes in Craftsman bungalows, and kitchen, bathroom, and home-office 
remodels. 

Volunteer Work.  She has participated in several Designer Showcase Houses in the East Bay, where 
she met Catherine Watters.  Betsy was one of the founding members of NCalSBA, working with the 
organizing committee from the beginning start-up to its eventual incorporation as a chapter of the ASBA. 
She also donates paintings for silent auctions to various charities.  Her paintings are currently on display 
in a local restaurant on Piedmont Avenue.  
Interests/Special Skills.  In 1998, she began taking botanical watercolor classes with Catherine Watters 
in Sally Petru's kitchen, where they met every Thursday morning for four years.  This led to many more 
classes at Filoli.  She is currently enrolled in the Certificate Program for Botanical Art at Filoli.  

Betsy has been sewing, knitting, embroidering, and quilting since she was three years old.  She provides 
custom sewing for interiors.  She has also restored her own Craftsman bungalow.  For fun, she and 
Raymond enjoy traveling all over the world. 

E-mail Address.  betsyray206@att.net       


