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NCalSBA 9th ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Saturday, November 7, 2015, 10:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
The Thoreau Center:  Pacific Room, San Francisco 

 
 
Danny Swanson called the 9th NCalSBA Annual Meeting to order at 10:45 a.m.  The meeting was held at 
The Thoreau Center/Pacific Room in the San Francisco Presidio.  Fifty-eight members registered to attend. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
1.  Introductory Remarks.  After welcoming new members, Danny thanked Kaye Herbranson for planning 
and organizing the meeting and lunch and Suzanne Oldfield for preparing the Annual Meeting packets.  
She also took a moment to remind members of the superb communication tools available to them—The 
ASBA Journal and Member Directory, the NCalSBA Roster, and the Websites for both ASBA and NCalSBA.  
She introduced the current Board members individually, noting that we have three NCalSBA Board 
members who also serve on the ASBA Board:  Sally Petru, who coordinates 20 Chapters & Artist's Circles 
and co-writes the Online Newsletters; Carol Varian who serves on the Membership Committee; and 
Suzanne Oldfield, who is a new member. 
 
2.  Chapter Accomplishments.  Danny recapped some of the significant accomplishments of the current 
Board's administration.  During the past two years, we achieved the following: 
 
 •  Achieved tax-exempt status—since January 2014. 
 
 •  Moved the Alcatraz Florilegium out into the community with exhibits in Stinson Beach  
     and Petaluma. 
 
 •  Printed informational postcards about NCalSBA to handout to the community. 
 
 •  Displayed artwork and participated in education events with The California Native Plant Society,  
     the Heirloom Expo, UC Berkeley Botanical Garden, and Filoli. 
  
 •  Worked out the legalities regarding image protection of our artworks—with Julie's help. 
 
 •  Assisted The Nature Conservancy in purchasing artwork for their SF office from works 
      posted by NCalSBA artists on our website. 
 
 •  Supported the Botanical Artists' Guild of Southern California with their Weird, Wild & Wonderful 
     Symposium at the Huntington with donations, volunteers, teachers, and attendance. 
 
 •  Assisted ASBA in the 2017 pre-Conference selection of the San Mateo Marriott Hotel. 
 
 •  Contributed articles to the ASBA Journal by NCalSBA members in nearly every issue.  
 
 •  Hosted activities in each of our Regions to make it easier for members to participate in 
      Chapter functions and stay connected to the NCalSBA community. 
 
3.  Upcoming ASBA Conference in California-2017.  Danny reported that the Board is putting together 
Conference-planning Committees in order to prepare for the 2017 Conference.  She referred the members 
to the ASBA Conference 2017 handout in the packet, which lists committees and jobs that need to be 
done.  She encouraged members interested in helping with the Conference to review the handout and 
contact Sally or her to let them know which committee they would like to join. 
 
4.  Thanks.  Danny thanked the Board for their hard work over the past two years and members who 
participated in events for their support and contributions to NCalSBA. 
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OFFICERS' REPORTS 
 
Danny called on each of the Board Chairs to report on their area of focus.  A brief recap of each report is 
summarized below.  You can find a copy of their written report in the Attachments to the Minutes. 
 
MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS:  Nina Antze 
 
Nina provided the following update: 
  
 •  Membership Headcount.   We have 172 members, five of whom are new members. 
 
 •  Membership Renewal:  Nina will send an e-mail to alert members when it's time to renew.  
ASBA membership should be available by mid-November.  She reminded members to renew Chapter 
membership at that time.  Members can also join more than one Chapter, if they desire. 
 
 •  New NCalSBA Roster.  A new Roster was sent out this week. 
 
 •  Donations:  We received a $200 donation from the Hudson Valley Seed Company as a result of 
the assistance Pria and Nina provided during the Heirloom Expo. 
 
 
TREASURER:  Svetlana Tkachenko 
 
Svetlana summarized our financial reports below: 
 
 •  Income and Expense Statement and Balance Sheet.   Details of Svetlana's report are available 
upon request. 
 
 •  Regional Activity Fund.  We are allocating funds for Regional Reps to use for regional 
activities.  Each Rep will have $100 to use for his or her event. 
 
 •  Scholarship Fund.  Svetlana reminded members that we have a scholarship fund set aside for 
anyone who wishes to join ASBA and NCalSBA, but finds it unaffordable.  NCalSBA will cover the ASBA 
dues; however, NCalSBA dues must be paid by the scholarship recipient. 
 
 •  AmazonSmile.  Svetlana also reminded the group that NCalSBA is registered with AmazonSmile 
as a nonprofit/charity.  People who buy on Amazon and wish to have a percentage (.05% of a percent) of 
their purchase donated to NCalSBA should go to the log-on page Smile.Amazon.com and click to log on.  
You must write the full name of our organization—Northern California Society of Botanical Art—as the 
charity of your choice.  The donation will not cost you anything; it is paid by Amazon.   
 
 
WEBMASTERS:  Pria Graves and Deni Manning 
 
 •  2015 Alcatraz Images Posted.  Pria reported that the 19 new images from the 2015 Alcatraz 
Florilegium are posted on the website and can be viewed separately from the images of previous years. 
 
 •  Update Gallery Images.  She encouraged members to submit or update images for the Gallery.  
She noted that the images chosen by the SF Conservancy were chosen from those posted in the Gallery.   
 
 •  Exhibits and Events.  Pria also encouraged members to contact her if they have private exhibits 
or events they would like to have posted on the website. 
 
 •  Problems with E-mails.  Some people are having problems getting e-mails to Pria through the 
website.  She is checking this out.    
 
 •  Facebook.  Deni encouraged members who use Facebook to log onto our Facebook page to see 
the things we are posting.  She also encouraged them to "like" us.  Deni is hoping that our Facebook page 
will attract younger people to NCalSBA. 
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES:  Judy Paris 
 
Judy thanked all the Reps for their work over the past two years.  She had a special thanks for Pria, Deni, 
and Nina for their help in notifying members of upcoming events and posting Calendar updates, activity 
reports, and photos on the website. 
 
 •  Member Survey.  Judy reported on a survey that was conducted on August 28, 2015, in order 
to get information about current levels of participation and insight into why more members are not 
attending activities.  SurveyMonkey was the online service used to gather and tabulate results.  56 people 
responded, representing 33% of our membership.  The key question on the survey was…"What kind of 
activities are you most interested in?"  The stand out activity, which has not been offered to the degree 
desired, is the technique class and demo, with an almost 88%  "very interested" response.  As a result of 
the response to the survey, the Reps intend to organize activities based on the percentage of interest.  
This nets out to the following:  four techniques classes & demos a year with one in each region; one major 
lecture a year, two wildflower hikes, two garden/nursery visits, one studio tour, and one painting day. 
   
 •  Regional Rep Reports:  The Regional Reps provided an overview of the events they have 
organized over the past year.  
  

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 2016-2017 
 
 •  Nominations Committee Chair.  Cissy Freeman, Chairman of the Nominations Committee, was 
in charge of handling the election of Board officers for the 2016-2017 term of office.  In this capacity, she 
sent an e-mail to the Membership, inviting them to run for office or nominate someone else to run.  No 
one responded to the e-mail.  Consequently, the proposed slate represents those Board members who 
have agreed to serve another term, either in their current position or in a different position, and people 
who have put themselves forward as a candidate for office. 
 
 •  Election Materials.  Cissy referred members to the election materials in the packet, which 
included a ballot, job descriptions, and candidate bios. 
 
 •  Introduce Candidates.  Cissy asked the candidates to stand and be recognized.  She took a 
moment to thank Danny for volunteering to serve another term in office. 
 
 •  Vote on the Slate.  Because we had an uncontested slate, Cissy asked that the Members 
approve the slate, if there was no objection. 
 
Motion:  Since no position was contested and no one objected to the slate, a motion was made to treat the 
ballot as a slate.  The motion was seconded and the members voted unanimously to approve the slate. 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS:  
 
Please refer to the Attachments to the Minutes to review the Special Reports below. 
 
Direction of ASBA:  The report by Sally Petru capsulized the ASBA Strategic Plan.  
 
Heirloom Expo:  Pria Graves reported on the Heirloom Expo, which took place on Sept. 8-10, in Santa 
Rosa.  She also announced that she would not be able to take a leadership role in next year's Expo due to 
travel plans.  She offered to provide assistance in the form of pre-planning, as well as sharing her 
experience and suggestions. 
 
Alcatraz Update:  The report by Sally Petru provided a summary of the past, present, and future of the 
Alcatraz Florilegium.  She also previewed the UCBGB Reception to be held on Jan. 16, 2016. 
 
Alcatraz Florilegium Catalogue:  Catherine Watters provided an Update on the status of the Alcatraz 
Florilegium Catalogue. 
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Filoli Exhibit.  Lee reported that the Deadline for Submission to the Filoli Exhibit will be February 5, 2016.  
This year the entry process will be handled online by OnLineJuriedShows.com.  Beverly Allen and Susan 
Fisher will be the exhibit jurors.  No prints or cards will be sold during the exhibit—only original works. 
 
Luther Burbank Exhibit.  Nina announced that The Legacy of Luther Burbank, Botanical Art by Sonoma 
County Colored Pencil Artists exhibit is currently on display at the Helen Crocker Russell Library in the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden.  It will run from September 1 through December 30, 2015. 
 
 
GUEST SPEAKER:  DEBORAH B. SHAW 
 
 The guest speaker for the Annual Meeting was Deborah Shaw, a distinguished botanical artist, 
who is both a member of NCalSBA and BAGSC.  Ms. Shaw graduated from Pomona College, The Claremont 
Colleges, where she received a degree in fine art and studied botany and native California flora.  She is 
principal of db Shaw Studios, an award-winning design firm, specializing in print and interactive 
multimedia/web design, information design, illustration, and scientific illustration.   
  
 A gifted teacher, Ms. Shaw has taught botanical art at The Getty and the Virginia Robinson 
Gardens, as well as traditional illustration, digital design, and information design at the University of 
California, Irvine, and Extension, where she was the recipient of the "Distinguished Instructor" award. 
 
 Her work is displayed in both juried and non-juried exhibits, in the permanent collection at the 
Hunt Institute, as well as in private collections.  She has received numerous awards for art, illustration, 
design, product design, and advertising.   
  
 The topic of her talk was:  "Mushrooms in Djibouti:  Protecting Traditional Botanical Art in an 
increasingly Digital World."  In her presentation, she provided examples of the following: 
 
 •  Examples of digital theft and other horror stories (Mushrooms in Djibouti); 
 •  How to protect your artwork: 
 •  How to protect your copyright; 
 •  Some fun and useful apps for your tablet and smart phone' 
 •  Some fun and useful Photoshop tips and tricks. 
 
She also provided a handout with a list of resources. 
 
 
PRESIDIO NURSERY VISIT 
 
 After the meeting, members were invited to visit the Presidio Nursery to sketch or paint while in 
the nursery gardens. The Nursery is located at 1249 Appleton Street.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30. 
 
Submitted by Suzanne Oldfield, Chapter Secretary   
 
List of Attachments: 
 
1.  Meeting Agenda 
2.  Membership Report 
3.  Treasurer's Report 
4.  Member Survey Results 
5.  Direction of ASBA 
6.  Heirloom Expo Report 
7.  Alcatraz Update 
8.  Alcatraz Catalog 
9.  Ballot 
10.  Job Descriptions 
11.  Board Candidate Bios 


