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NCalSBA BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
November 21, 2020, 2:05 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.   

Zoom

Kaye Herbranson called the 3rd Quarter NCalSBA Board meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.  The following 13 
board members and 1 guest attended.

A.  PRESIDENT’S BUSINESS:  Kaye Herbranson
See Kaye’s Agenda (sent to all board members via email) for details.
Everyone should have received email reports/minutes from Kaye for Agenda/Treasurer/Secretary/
Web Communication/Membership/Communications/Exhibits.

B.  OFFICERS’ REPORTS

1.Secretary: Catherine Dellor
• Approval of March minutes got missed during the August Board Meeting so we have 2 

meeting’s worth to approve.
• March 28, 2020 minutes approved.
• August 8, 2020 minutes approved.

2.Treasurer: Nancy Wheeler Klippert
• Nancy reported that she has paid the ASBA dues for University of California Botanical Gar-

den and Marin Art and Garden Center.
• Kaye had received copies (from Sally) of Thank You letters from both organizations.
• Beatrice will add UCBG and MAGC to our membership list.

Motion:  to approve treasurer’s report.  Passed
Post Meeting Update:  this motion may have been in error as we usually only make a motion to accept a 
yearly budget.  This will be discussed at the next board meeting.

3. Membership: Beatrice Bergemont
• Kaye asked for donation information for the new registration year as Beatrice’s report is for 

2020 only.

4.Communications: Nina Antze
• Nina reported that she has been busy with emails involving the different Exhibits we are 

having, ASBA Conference, virtual classes and membership renewal.
5.Web Communications: Deni Manning

• Deni is mostly working on the UCBG 2021 Plants Illustrated entries.

Present Absent

Nins Antze
Mary Batchelder
Celia Bakke
Beatrice Bergemont
Ruth Cox
Catherine Dellor
Kaye Herbranson

Nancy Wheeler Klippert
Deni Manning
Lee McCaffree
Sally Petru
Danny Swanson
Catherine Watters

Mary Gilardi - Guest        

Betsy Chovanes
Elaine Goldstone
Bernard Halliwell
Dorothy Hunter
Kristin Jakob
Judy Paris
Susan Mark-Raymond
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6.Exhibitions:  Catherine Watters
a. 2021 Plants Illustrated at UCBG

• Deni reported we have 29 entries so far and Catherine thinks we may get up to 40.
• The Virtual exhibit will open February 1, 2021 and run for 4 weeks.
• There will be a virtual reception, date TBD
• Deadline for entry is December 1, 2020; entry fee is $25.
• After the deadline, Catherine, Laura and Sally will be arranging some virtual events to take 

place after the opening.
• Deepa is designing an online flip book to see the exhibit.

Post Meeting Update:  Virtual reception will be Saturday, 2/6/21 from 5pm - 6pm via Zoom.

7.Activities: OPEN
a. Calendar

• Kaye will to try to shift several of our cancelled events to virtual events in 2021.
• She will also ask our local teachers to participate in some virtual classes to help fill in the 

calendar.
• Kay suggested tying our General Meeting to the upcoming ASBA 24th International Exhibit 

at MAGC in the fall whether it is virtual or live.
• Catherine D suggested trying to piggyback a local exhibit with the National and Sally 

agreed to look into it.
Post Meeting Update:  We have been invited to exhibit our Mt Tam Florilegium pieces during ASBA’s 24th 
International with priority given to new works.

• Ruth, Sally and Nina will collaborate to set up a digital virtual schedule for 2021.  We can 
add something along the lines of BAGSC’s monthly afternoon teas.  We don’t have to get 
into registration and fees for everything.

• Nina attended a BAGSC webinar that had a great botany presentation on the topic of plant 
regeneration after a wild fire.

• Kaye will send out proposed dates for 2021 Board Meetings via email and will be open to 
adjustments if requested.  Current possible dates are:

February 20, 2021
May 22, 2021
August 21, 2021
November 20, 2021

b. Newsletter
• Kaye will be writing a 4th quarter newsletter following this meeting and asked for entries.

c. Open Board Positions
• Celia Bakke and Elaine Goldstone have both stepped down as Regional Reps for the South 

Bay.  Celia will remain as Parliamentarian.
• A few names were suggested for Kaye to call for the South Bay.  East Bay still needs a rep 

and we also really need an Activities Director.
• As the calendar is more relaxed now, it might be a good time to recruit for Zoom activities.
• It was suggested that transitioning cancelled events to virtual ought to be the focus for 

now, rather than trying to recruit for open rep positions.

C.  NEW BUSINESS
1. Mt Tam Florilegium: Mary Gilardi 

• Sally announced some modest programming was done in conjunction with Tam One and  
the Mt Tam Exhibit during the month of October 2020:

a.Nina taught a colored pencil class attended by 9 people
b.Sally taught an introductory watercolor with 11 attendees.
c.Lee’s class was botany oriented structure of leaves.

• Mary reported the exhibit will be closing on November 29th and there has been a very 
good turnout with about 15-20 people a day.
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• She doesn’t know how many pieces have sold apart from one that sold right away.  It isn’t 
clear how the money is collected (by MAGC or the artist) with 25% going to MAGC an 5% to 
NCalSBA. 

• Mary and Kaye both had good feedback from the virtual reception.
• Mary noted that the MACG website for the online artwork is a bit difficult to navigate and 

advised Sally to look into that for the 24th International in the fall.
• Staffing was also thin for the Fridays.
• The hanging went very smoothly.  All artwork was delivered on time.  Lee, Mary and 

Catherine W placed all the pieces and MAGC quickly hung it the next day.
• We need to have better signage for NCalSBA for these exhibits.
• The committee will meet in January to decide what comes next as we will be working on 

the Florilegium for a few more years.
• Arranging for collections on Mt Tam is very awkward due to Covid.
• We need to start painting again as we will probably have another exhibit in 2022.
• We have a deadline of December 31, 2020 for submitting an article for Chapter Activities to 

the Botanical Artist Journal on the Florilegium.  Laurel is writing the article and is collecting 
photos.

• Lee pointed out we need to be clear that there are 2 ways to participate in the Florilegium. 
It isn’t necessary to exhibit to be in the Florilegium.  The piece must be for sale to exhibit 
but the artist can be part of the Florilegium and not have to sell their work.

• Deni will need to have a specific category for “not for sale” artwork as well as ongoing en-
tries for the next exhibit.

2.  ASBA Business
a. Banner Year Exhibit

• ASBA has requested one of our members offer to be a judge for this exhibit.  Last year, Lee 
McCaffree volunteered.  Kaye will call the member whose name was mentioned.

b. Fee Changes
• Sally explained that a very minor shift in how fees are collected will greatly streamline the 

process for the treasurer and membership staff.
• The amount given to each chapter by ASBA will be based on the previous years member-

ship numbers rather than being paid out 3 - 4 times per year as people join chapters.  For 
some chapters, this money is a need but for others, it isn’t as necessary.

• Nancy suggested that since our local chapter has a deep treasury just now that we consider 
declining the portion we receive from the National for this year.

MOTION: to accept ASBA’s proposal to make the Support Payment distribution changes as per Jody 
Williams’s email of November 18, 2020.  Passed 

MOTION: to donate NCalSBA’s 2021 portion of the above-mentioned Support Payment back into the pool 
for redistribution to other chapters.  This donation will be revisited by our chapter on a yearly basis.  
Passed

3.Filoli Certificate
• Lee noted that those people still in the Filoli Certificate Program are working independently 

to finish in January 2021,
• Filoli has withdrawn the exibition so students are asking if there is some way the chapter 

can support an exhibit that would include their work.  The students asked Lee to bring the 
request before the Board.

• Not all of the potential 11 graduates are chapter members.
• Potentially 55 paintings for a virtual exhibit is a lot of work for Deni.
• Suggestion was made that the group should organize and do the work of arranging their 

own exhibit.  We could suggest MAGC for an in-person exhibit space but we would not be 
otherwise involved.

• Danny suggested putting them in touch with Dorothy Hunter for exhibit space.
• Nina suggested they put together a Power Point slide show exhibit and we could post a link 

to it on our site.  They can use Vimeo or YouTube.  We can also honor their teachers, 
Catherine Watters and Lee McCaffree (who is still working with the artists on their certifi-
cates).
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• We no longer have any relationship with Filoli.
• Lee will check to see how many of this group are members and Kaye will look into sending 

letters of congratulations to the ones who complete their certificates.

First Quarter 2021 Board Meeting is TBD but possibly February 20, 2021

Board Meeting Adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Submitted by Catherine Dellor, Chapter Secretary
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