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NCalSBA BOARD MEETING MINUTES

December 15, 2018, 10 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.
Conference Center, UCBG, Berkeley, CA

Kaye Herbranson called the 4th Quarter NCalSBA Board meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  The following 13 
board members attended.

A.  PRESIDENT’S BUSINESS:  Kaye Herbranson
See Kaye’s Agenda (sent to all board members via email) for details.
Everyone should have received email reports/minutes from Kaye for President’s Business/Treasur-
er/Annual Meeting/Secretary/Activities/Exhibits/Membership/Web Communication.

Kaye welcomed everyone and thanked Walter for helping to set up the tables even though he was not 
staying for the meeting

1. Contact Sheet.  Kaye handed out an updated contact sheet for board members due to recent 
changes in the board.

2. Meeting Date Change.  Kaye thanked everyone present for their flexibility in changing the board 
meeting date due to poor air quality during originally scheduled date.

3. Running a Meeting.  Kaye read a list of suggestions from Celia on running a meeting and wants to 
try to stick to them:

a. Adhere to the agenda.  
b. When an agenda item requires action or a decision, make sure to complete all steps be-
fore moving on.  

c. If a new topic is introduced during a discussion, add it to the agenda rather than ad-
dressing it at the moment.

B.  Financial Reports
A copy of Financials is available on request  

 Treasurer: Nancy Wheeler Klippert 
Nancy presented the Financial Reports and the Budget for third quarter 2018.  She reported not 
much activity and that we are doing fine.  She will address Catalog inventory in New Business.

Present Absent

Nina Antze
Betsy Chovanes
Catherine Dellor
Kaye Herbranson
Nancy Wheeler Klippert
Deni Manning
Susan Mark-Raymond
Lee McCaffree

Liz Stroh-Coughlin
Sally Petru
Danny Swanson
Allison Walker
Catherine Watters

Celia Bakke
Beatrice Bergemont
Ruth Cox
Walter Denn
Dorothy Hunter
Kristin Jakob
Bernard Halliwell
Judy Paris
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C.  OFFICERS’ REPORTS

1.Vice President: Allison Walker
• Allison didn’t have anything to add to her previously submitted report on the Annual Meet-

ing other than that we had a low turnout.  
• A discussion ensued over moving to a paper invite and/or changing the date of the meeting 

to either spring or later in the fall.
• We have to be careful of date changes as our calendar and Filoli’s are pretty full and we do 

not want to infringe.
• A suggestion was made to maybe combine the Annual Meeting with our Annual Plants Illus-

trated Exhibit.
• A suggestion was made to combine one of our board meetings with the Annual Meeting to 

cut down on the number of meetings per year.
• A comment was made that having a more robust agenda with speakers, demonstrations, 

portfolio sharing and maybe a small workshop, would likely generate more attendance.
• Catherine D and Danny noted that the Board was poorly represented.
• Allison asked that we decide if she should pursue a venue for the next Annual Meeting for 

late March or mid September.  And if she should develop the program lineup. 
• We will table the paper invitation decision until the January Board Meeting.

Motion:  to move the date for the 2019 Annual Meeting to March 30, 2019 to coincide with NCalSBA sec-
ond quarter board meeting.  Passed.  
Post Meeting Update: Allison has secured the Conference Room in the Visitor Center at Filoli.  Executive 
Committee approved a deposit check. 

2.Secretary: Catherine Dellor
• The minutes for July 07, 2018 Board Meeting were approved.
• The minutes for September 08, 2018 Annual Meeting were approved.
• Though we don’t actually formally approve the minutes from each meeting until the fol-

lowing meeting, it was decided to post them to the web site as soon as they are written 
and unofficially approved by the board via email.

3.Parliamentarian: Celia Bakke
• No Report

4.Membership: Beatrice Bergemont - not present
• Beatrice’s report stated that we have 189 members, with 30 new members for the 2018 

membership year.  Sixteen members have renewed for 2019 with 2 new members.  Nina 
mailed the renewal reminder on November 9, 2018.  

• Donations for 2018: $1130.00 
• Discussion took place regarding how to increase membership and how to increase atten-

dance at the Annual Meeting with several suggestions:
a.Put out a survey every 5 years for information on what people would like to see 
offered.

b.We do send a personal communication to new members and maybe we should 
revisit that to make it more personal, such as a phone call from a board member 
from their region.

c.Give each new member a copy of the Alcatraz Florilegium Catalog.
d.Give new members a list of other members in their region.
e.Kaye will check that the welcome letter to new members mentions the member’s 
gallery on our web site.

• Kaye sent out a letter to the membership requesting an amendment to the bylaws to re-
duce the size and change the composition of the Executive Committee from six to five.  
The new Executive Board would be comprised of the President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and Parliamentarian.

Motion:  to amend the Bylaws such that the Executive Committee will consist of the President, Vice Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian.  Passed.
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5.Communications: Nina Antze - no report
Kaye thanked Nina for all her prompt, attractive and informative news items she sends out. 

6.Web Communications: Deni Manning 
• Deni commented that she spent a lot of time figuring out how to add new members and 

swap images in and out as there was no documentation.  She posted in Activities, Exhibits, 
Call for Entries, Gallery, Board Minutes and Facebook.  She also added photos as they came 
in to the Photo Album of the membership activities.

7.Exhibitions:  Catherine Watters 
a. Plants Illustrated: Ethnobotany  

• There are 48 Entries 
• Hanging is 1/17/19 and the Exhibit runs 1/18 - 2/6/19 which is a week longer than we 

usually have.
• Reception is from 5pm - 7pm on Saturday, 1/19/19 and will be catered.  We asked for 

RSVP’s to avoid food waste. 
• UCBG will do the signage for each artwork and also print name tags for the reception.

b. Filoli Annual Botanical Exhibition
• Theme is Spring Bulbs this year which wasn’t announced until last Fall so leaving no time 

to paint a new piece.
• Deadline for entry is 1/21/19 with only 30 pieces to be accepted.  They are scaling back 

space for this exhibit.  
• Jean Emmons, Lee McCaffree and Catherine Watters will be the judges.
• Probably no reception but they may try the “Meet and Greet” by the artists one day.  This 

was not very successful at the last exhibit.
c. ASBA

• The 22nd Annual International will be exhibited on the West Coast for the first time at the 
Marin Art and Garden Center.  ASBA no longer has a partnership with the New York Horti-
cultural Society.  There is no theme for this exhibit and the deadline for entry is April 5, 
2019.  The show will hang from September 22 - November 17, 2019.  The reception will be 
on the opening, September 22, and Carol Woodin will be giving a slide show.

• Some discussion around moving the Annual General Meeting from previously agreed March 
30 date to coincide with this reception.  It was decided this would be too complicated and 
we will keep the motion to move it to March 30th.  

  
8.Activities: Liz Stroh-Coughlin

a. Calendar
• Liz has a rough draft of the 2019 calendar.  She asks that we solidify 2019’s board and 

annual meetings, exhibits and receptions so the calendar can be complete by early January.
• Discussion Points:

1.Darpinian Farms tour needs a list of available artists who must be flexible as to dates 
as peak blooming time can’t be exactly predicted.

2.Liz needs a bigger list of possible venues for workshops. We need to ask members to 
scout possible locations such as churches, homes, art centers, etc.

3.Can Liz and/or Reps use our credit card to pay for events?  Collecting checks is diffi-
cult and sometimes they are made out to the person teaching workshop rather than 
NCalSBA.  It may be possible to use email through the Square App.  

Kaye thanked Liz for the outstanding job she has done with the calendar
• Susan noted we are still waiting on the visa to come through for Rogerio Lupo’s Scientific 

Illustration course.  
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D.  NEW BUSINESS

1. Catalog Inventory
• Nancy reported we have 1000 copies on hand, having sold half of the original order.
• We need a person to find a way to sell them but Nancy is concerned with hours having to 

be spent in government compliance as each county has a different sales tax.
• We have covered our expenses so we could give them away.
• Golden Gate National Parks bought 5 boxes in 2018 (130 total).  We would like them to 

take over responsibility for them.  Will they take them on consignment or as a gift?  We will 
contact Shelagh.

• Discussion on offering reduced price to Alcatraz for catalogs.
• Allison will ask at Filoli.

Motion:  to give all new NCalSBA members an Alcatraz Florilegium Catalog, inventory permitting.  We will 
keep 100 copies. Passed.
Motion:  to donate 22 Alcatraz Florilegium Catalogs to the Sebastopol Center for the Arts in the North Bay.  
Passed.

2.  Angel Fund
• Nancy reported we only had one applicant for the recent Conference.  She thinks the $200 

amount doesn’t make a big enough difference and would like to double it to $400 which 
would cover the registration fee.

• Kaye can write announce this in her newsletter.

Motion:  The Angel Fund be stated as $400 per recipient for future ASBA Annual Conferences depending 
on scholarship availability.  Recipient must be a member of NCalSBA in good standing.  Passed. 

3.  ASBA Report
• The ASBA Banner has become stale so there is a new Call For Entries for A Banner Year.  This 

annual exhibition will select 12 winning artworks that will appear on the ASBA Website 
homepage scrolling for one year.  See http://asba-art.org/calls-for-entries/banner-year 
for details.

• Sally would like someone from our chapter to jury Banner applications.  Lee McCaffree vol-
unteered.

• Sally reminded everyone to get painting.  As part of ASBA’s 25th Anniversary Celebration, 
they will publish a full size catalog with the theme Celebrating Silver.  Submissions are non-
juried and any member in good standing can submit an image.  Submissions can be sub-
mitted starting February 10, 2019 and the deadline is June 10, 2019.  Publication will be in 
October.  Details here:  http://asba-art.org/calls-for-entries/celebrating-silver 

• Our next meeting will be the on January 19, 2019 from 12pm - 2pm at UCBG Conference Center. 

Board Meeting Adjourned at 12:20 p.m.

Submitted by Catherine Dellor, Chapter Secretary
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