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NCalSBA BOARD MEETING MINUTES

April, 21, 2018, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Cafe RX, Presidio, San Francisco, CA

Kaye Herbranson called the 2nd Quarter NCalSBA Board meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.  The following 17 
members attended.

A.  PRESIDENT’S BUSINESS:  Kaye Herbranson
See Kaye’s Agenda (sent to all board members via email) for details.

1. Board Meeting Site.  Kaye apologized to everyone for the delay in getting started today.  There was 
a large art event present and we had no room assigned to us, just a lunch reservation at the Cafe.  We 
will have to find another board meeting venue as there aren’t enough of us for Julio to open the Cafe 
just for us. TBD.

2. Parliamentarian.  Kaye read a note from Cissy thanking the board for the gift and wishing us well.  
Celia Bakke has been voted in as Cissy’s replacement as Parliamentarian.

3. Reports.  Kaye will take questions of any reports but would like to avoid repeating what is in them 
since everyone should have had a chance to read them prior to the meeting.

Everyone should have received email reports/minutes from Kaye for Treasurer/VP/Secretary/Activ-
ities/Exhibits/Web Communication.

B.  Financial Reports
A copy of Financials is available on request  

 Treasurer: Nancy Wheeler Klippert 
Nancy presented the Financial Reports and the Budget for first quarter 2018.  She has changed the 
format somewhat, specifically to report actual vs projected income and expenses so the overage/
shortage is immediately apparent.  Nancy noted that our budget is really conservative and we are 
in good shape.  [Kaye thanked Nancy for volunteering to do the Small Works Exhibit in St. Louis in 
October.]

 Alcatraz Book Sales: Judy Paris
Judy reported the current inventory is 1045 and we have sold 122 between January 1st and April 
13th.  Alcatraz is asking for a box (26 catalogs) every other month.

A question was asked if the donations on her report She is changing the format somewhat from 
Svetlana’s and has a list of topics for discussion and a few questions.
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NCalSBA Board Meeting Minutes April 21, 2018                                                       !                                                                             06/23/181



                                                                                                                          Post Draft 

1.2017 Income/Expense Statements and Balance Sheet. 
a. Membership/Donations Income.  

• Though we look flush with Income, a lot of it went out with Expenses.
• The donations expected to cover some Conference costs did actually cover those costs.

b.Other Income.
• Came from Exhibits, Education/Events, Annual Meeting Registration Fees and Alcatraz Flo-

rilegium Catalog Sales.
c. Expenses

• Exhibit/Event, Education, Annual Meeting, ASBA Conference and Credit Card Fees
d.Balance Sheet

• Shows a large cash reserve in Assets as the bulk of the expenses for the Conference have 
not been paid out yet as Svetlana no longer signs on the account.  Nancy will write the 
check to ASBA.

2.2017 ASBA Conference Revenues vs Expenses
• Svetlana broke down the categories into Budget, Total Expense, ASBA Portion, Registration 

Fees, NCalSBA Portion of Expense, NCalSBA Donations Toward Expenses and the Net.  Or, 
what we budgeted for each category, what it actually cost, how cost was covered and the 
net result.

• Angel Fund has a positive balance due to fewer people than expected actually attending 
Conference.  A discussion resulted in a motion.  Sally will notify donors of the fund’s over-
age future use.  The President, the Treasurer and one other board member will manage 
decision and distribution of the remainder of this fund.

Motion:  to carry Angel Fund overage forward for future Conference Scholarships.  Passed.

3.2018 Budget
a. Income

• Svetlana noted that the budget is based on 150 members though we are currently at 110.
• She is keeping our average, non-conference year donation figure.
• Heirloom Expo figure is in doubt as no one has stepped up to take Pria’s place.  It will be 

removed from budget.
• Several workshops are in the Activities Calendar so there will be some income from them.
• Attendance Fees for Annual Meeting.
• Florilegium Sales.

b.Expenses
• Annual Meeting has facilities rental, printing, speakers fee and lunch costs.
• Discussion around reducing printing and postage fees for Annual Meeting and the Activi-

ties Calendar resulted in 2 motions.
Motion:  to email Activities Calendars to membership after 2018, eliminating this printing and postage 
cost from the Budget.  Passed.
Motion:  to email the Annual Meeting Invitations to membership, eliminating this printing and postage 
cost from the Budget.  Passed.

4.Alcatraz Catalog Sales Report - Judy Paris, prepared by Svetlana
• We have about half of our original inventory left.  Alcatraz is continuing to sell them at the 

reduced price (Sally will verify their sales price).

C.  OFFICERS’ REPORTS

1.Secretary: Catherine Dellor
 The minutes for the January 13, 2018 meeting were approved.
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2.Vice President: Allison Walker
• Allison reported that Alexis, the owner of Case for Making, has agreed to be the speaker at 

our next General Meeting on September 8, 2018. 
• Alexis will give a one hour paint making demonstration and pigment lecture.  She is asking 

for a $200 speaker fee.
Motion: To approve a $200 for General Meeting Speaker. Passed. 
Motion: To approve sales of Case for Making merchandise if allowed by venue. Passed.

3.Activities: Liz Stroh-Coughlin
• Discussion took place regarding bringing one of the BAGSC visiting master artists to 

Northern California since they are already in the state and Filoli has only one visiting artist 
on their schedule for 2018.  If we do schedule someone, we have to be careful to space the 
visit so there are no conflicts with Filoli classes.  

• Catherine Watters noted that the director and the head of education are new people at 
Filoli and they are making big changes so the hope is that they will eventually get back to 
offering the 3 visiting artists we have enjoyed in the past.

• It was decided to wait until 2019 to schedule a visiting artist due to conflicts with Filoli and 
Conference in St Louis in 2018.

• Liz suggested we consider adding an Education Chair to the board as trying to find and 
manage classes is a big job.  It would involve locating and communicating with teachers, 
arranging venue, arranging transportation and lodging, understanding legal contract and 
insurance issues as well as negotiating fees.

Motion: To create an Education Chair and an Education Fund. Passed.
• Nina suggested she contact Susan Mark-Raymond as a possible Education Committee 

Head.  She would need to attend board meetings but not necessarily be a voting board 
member.

• Much discussion on the policy we adopted last year setting fees for artist workshops.  
Some visiting artists charge much more than we pay our chapter artists.  How do we handle 
the fee discrepancy?  

• Also, it was decided if a member offers an educational activity, it should be approved by 
the executive committee if there is no board meeting imminent. 

• Liz reports that Deb Shaw is a wonderful resource in the BAGSC group.
• Board members will search out possible venues for a multiple day class in places other 

than South Bay.
• Dorothy Hunter sent an email offering the Holbrook Palmer Park Building as a site for open 

studio painting.  It is very inexpensive, has easy access and free parking.
• Catherine Dellor suggested we all join the Botanical Artists Guild of Southern California, 

BAGSC.  She had an opportunity through them to participate in an exhibit in St. Petersburg, 
Russia recently.

• Nina reported that nine of our members are participating in the El Dorado Arts Council ex-
hibit called Native Roots. 

a. Regional Activities Reports - see attached reports

4.Membership: Beatrice Bergemont
• Beatrice reported that we have 181 members.
• She has sent welcome letters to the 17 new members.
• Kaye asked Beatrice add a note to welcome letter encouraging use of member’s gallery.

5.Communications: Nina Antze - no report
• Kaye thanked Nina for her efficient handling of all the information that comes her way.

6.Web Communications: Deni Manning 
• Questions came up regarding the member’s gallery:  are images removed when people 

drop out and are new members encouraged to submit work?
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• Deni reported that she hasn’t touched it yet but she will take a look at the code to see how 
to manage it

7.Exhibitions:  Catherine Watters
• Catherine encouraged people to see the current Filoli Exhibit including the Filoli Flori-

legium which will all come down May 20th.
• Marin Art and Garden Center is exhibiting Trees II with a reception on May 20th.  Call for 

entries has been extended to April 23rd with 45 entries so far.
• Alcatraz Florilegium will be exhibited at Marin Headlands from June 16 - September 17, 

2018.  It isn’t a big space so the whole exhibit can’t be hung; not even one per artist.  The 
choice is likely to be regional artists from Marin.

• Plants Illustrated 2019 at UCBBG will be January 18 through February 6, 2019.  We have an 
extra week this time and the theme is ‘Ethnobotany’ which is the study of complex rela-
tionships between plants and people across space and time.  Deepa Natarajan would like to 
feature plants with a story and lesser known plants.  We will include a list she has devel-
oped in the “Call for Entries”.  This will be our 10th anniversary at UCBBG so Catherine 
would like to plan a special reception or a dinner with a speaker.

• Ruth suggested Judith Lowry as a possible dinner speaker.

8.ASBA:  Sally Petru
• Sally reported on the Botanical Art Worldwide project uniting 25 countries on 6 continents 

- an enormous effort on the part of ASBA.  The answer to why it hasn’t been promoted yet 
is that everything has to go through the U.S.Congress as the U.S. venue is the U.S. Botani-
cal Garden.  Even press releases have to be vetted.

• Filoli has agreed to show the entire slide show of all 1000 entries in the visitor center on 
May 18th, Worldwide Day of Botanical Art.

9.Past President:  Danny Swanson
• Danny proposed the idea of having a committed partner for our organization like the 

Huntington is to BAGSC and Denver Botanical Garden is to the Denver Chapter.  
• Catherine Watters would like Danny to come up with a proposal as to what we are looking 

for in a partner and to consider approaching Filoli.  Consensus was we should also look for 
multiple partners.

• We have promotional opportunities to our membership to offer potential partners.

D.  OTHER BUSINESS Nancy Wheeler-Klippert, Treasurer

• In order to deposit and pay checks in a timely fashion, Nancy would like anyone making a deposit 
to put their name at the top of deposit slip and/or send her an email.

• Sally gave a talk to a garden club and sold a lot of catalogs.  People were giving her more than the 
catalog cost so she donated the difference back to the club. 

• When a Certificate of Insurance is needed for a meeting or event, it takes Nancy a few days of 
back and forth communication with insurance agent.  It can’t happen immediately so she needs 
advance warning.

• Should we purchase our own liquor liability permit ourselves rather than rely on anyone else?  
This came up for the weekend workshop Catherine Watters is doing where the venue required it.  
We never buy liquor as it is always donated but the venue can require the permit.

• Nancy feels that if this comes up again, we should purchase the permit through our insurance 
agent with Board approval.

• Svetlana wanted all sales (whether cash or credit cards) to be entered into the Square.  Nancy 
wants only credit card sales entered into the Square.  Sally does most of the Square sales of cata-
logs and Lyn does the shipping.  Lyn can submit a bill for the shipping costs to Nancy but so far 
she has not, absorbing the costs herself.  We are barely breaking even on the catalog by selling it 
for $15 plus $4 for shipping.
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D.  NEW BUSINESS Kaye

• Our next meeting will be July 7, 2018 from 11am - 2pm; venue TBD.  

Board Meeting Adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Submitted by Catherine Dellor, Chapter Secretary
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NCalSBA Board of Directors AGENDA 

Cafe RX April 21, 2018 10:00-2:00 

WELCOME 

President:  Kaye Herbranson 

FINACIAL REPORTS  

Treasurer:  Nancy Wheeler-Klippert 

Alcatraz Book Sales:  Judy Paris 

OFFICER REPORTS   You should have received the following Emailed Reports  

Vice President:  Allison Walker   

 General Membership Meeting 

Secretary:  Catherine Dellor   

 Corrections or additions to the 1-13-18 Minutes? 

Activities:  Liz Stroh-Coughlin 

 Representatives: 

 North Bay:  Kristin Jakob and Bernard Halliwell  

 San Francisco/Peninsula:  Ruth Cox and  Dorothy Hunter


  East Bay:  Walter Denn and Nancy Elizabeth Saltsman


   South Bay:  Celia Bakke and Beatrice Bergemont


Parliamentarian:  Celia Bakke 

Membership:  Beatrice Bergemont 

Communications:  Nina Antze 

Web Communications:  Deni Manning 

Exhibitions:  Catherine Watters 

ASBA:  Sally Petru 

Past President:  Danny Swanson 

Other Reports? / New Business? 

Thank you for attending, I’m looking forward to our next board meeting on July 7 at Cafe RX!



Exhibitions Report 
NCalSBA Board Meeting  

April 17, 2018 
Submitted by Catherine Watters 

Filoli Exhibition ‘A Palette of Flowers’ – ends May 20 

‘Trees II’ – Marin Art & Garden Center, May 20 – June 24, 2018 
Curator - Mary Gilardi  
Call for Entries extended to April 23 
Kaye will take East Bay entries to MAGC for Hanging. 

Alcatraz Florilegium at Marin Headlands 
June 16 - Sept. 17, 2018 

Plants Illustrated 2019 at UCBBG  
January 18 – Feb. 6 (Hanging Jan. 17 / Take down Feb. 7) 
Artists’ Reception – Saturday January 19  
Theme is ‘Ethnobotany’ - Ethnobotany is the study of the complex 
relationships between plants and people across space and time.  
Deepa Natarajan is back from her sabbatical and will be working with us 
on this exhibition.  She would like to feature plants with a story and 
highlight ones that either feature prominently in our daily lives and are 
culturally or historically significant  (i.e. food, fiber, ritual, medicines, 
shelter). She would like to include some lesser known plants and their 
stories including California native plants and others. She has developed 
a list of some of the Garden's ethno botanically significant plants that we 
can send out with the Call for Entries.   
Co - Curators – Laura Sawczuk & Catherine Watters 



Web Communications Report 
 April 21, 2018 

Website and Facebook posts 
 

• All 3 references to the Alcatraz Florilegium catalog have been changed 
to reflect the new price of $15.   

• I removed the reference under Join/Renew NCalSBA to eliminate the 
need to maintain two separate email lists.  

• Added and made changes to the 2018 Activities Calendar 
• Added/Removed activities: Kristin Jakob Pen & Ink Workshop, Jasper 

Ridge hike, Bonsai Pen & Ink Workshop, Ruth Bancroft Garden Tour, 
Apple Blossoms Workshop and Susan Fisher’s Beyond Color Mixing 

• Removed Accent Arts note on Links/Resources page.  Apparently they 
didn’t move but went out of business. 

• Added exhibits: Filoli’s 20th Annual Botanical Art Exhibit, El Dorado 
Arts Council: Native Roots and California Rare Fruit Growers – Festival 
of Fruit  

• Added November 2017 and January 2018 board minutes 
• Added the Natural History Museum in London as a resource to see 

digitized copies of the Banks’ Florilegium, Sydney Parkinson’s works from 
the Endeavor Expedition and the Joseph Banks’ Collection 

• Updated Board with Celia as our Parliamentarian 
• Added Call for Entries: Celebrating Trees II & changed deadline date to 

April 23rd and Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens  - Art in the Gardens 
2018  

 

Photo Album  
 

• Changed current year to 2018 and added 2017 to the drop down menu 
• Added UCBGB “Celebrating Trees” reception photos 
• Added Kristin Jakob’s Pen & Ink Workshop 

 
 
 
 

Deni Manning, Web Communications Chair 
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ACTIVITIES REPORT, 4/21/2018
Liz Stroh-Coughlin
 
North Bay: May 5, “Rose Delight at the Russian River Rose Company: A sketching Day.”

Calendar change - 
“Oak Ranch Conifer Garden Tour and Sketch Day” moved from Sept 22 to new date of October 27. 

SF/Peninsula:  March 24 , “Jasper Ridge Wildflower Hike:” A big thanks to Eliza Jewett-Hall for 
staying flexible about weather changes and taking a group of members on 3/24 on the Jasper Ridge 
hike. Those who braved the fickle stormy weather reported enjoying the beautiful wildflowers, plants, 
birds, and trees. 
 
* A reminder to all members (especially those disappointed the week before by rain 
cancellation): You can sign up on your own for a docent led tour through the Jasper Ridge website: 
(https://jrbp.stanford.edu/visit). Free Open House at Jasper Ridge on May 12! Or you can walk 
anytime at Edgewood Preserve, which has many of the same plants/flowers/geology. 

May 12 ,  “Bonzai Drawing with Lee McCaffree”  - March 24 date was rescheduled due to rain.

Calendar addition – 
May 20, “Beyond Color Mixing with Susan Fisher”, advanced class to be held at the Los Altos Hills 
Town Center. A huge thanks to Elaine Wismer for providing us with access to this venue once again 
and to Dorothy Hunter for hosting and driving Susan.

East Bay:  April 14, “Ruth Bancroft Garden Tour and Sketching” . Walter to report.

South Bay: Feb 10, “Pen and Ink Workshop with Krisitin Jakob”, was well attended. Thank you to 
Margi Connelly for hosting the workshop and to Kristin for her talent and organization.

April 27-29, “Spring Blossoms – Fruit Trees and Flowers with Catherine Watters”.  2 day destination 
workshop at the American River Inn is full. Very positive response.

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Artist Teaching Agreement.
2. Continue conversation about the possibility of expanding our offerings by working with 

BAGSC to share the expenses of bringing in traveling artists to our membership once or 
twice a year. I have contacted Robert McNeil, with Kaye’s permission to see if he is available 
to teach in October – he will be teaching in LA October 3-5.  Issues: venue, 
accommodations, transportation, funds and ?.

3. Who is responsible for communicating exhibits and special events not related to regional 
events on the activities calendar?  Ie May 18 is worldwide Botanical Art day.  https://
www.botanicalartworldwide.info/  This would have been nice to know about and to have on 
the calendar. 

4. Do we need a separate board position for Education? Consider sending out a monthly 
newsletter with updates and related local happenings.

https://jrbp.stanford.edu/visit
https://www.botanicalartworldwide.info/


East Bay Activities Report 

Ruth Bancroft Garden Tour 

The weather was perfect at the Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek 
on Saturday, April 14, where members of NCalSBA and guests toured 
the 2.5 acre public dry garden. Docent George Jardim kindly led us for 
an hour and a half on the meandering trails, pointing out highlights 
amongst the 2,000 cactus, succulents, trees, and shrubs.

Established by Ruth Bancroft in 1972, the Garden was opened to the 
public in the early '90s. Of special interest were the blooming varieties 
of aloe and yucca, native to regions around the world.

After lunch we took the opportunity to draw and paint. Seating is 
scattered throughout the garden, offering comfortable vantage points for 
observation, and to enjoy each other’s company.

We want to offer a special thank you to Anna Halverson for making 
arrangements for this pleasant opportunity. 

Walter Denn




On Apr 12, 2018, at 10:57 AM, Nancy Elizabeth Saltsman 
<ncsaltsman@gmail.com> wrote:


Dear Kaye, 
So far we have 179 registered artists.  The last weekend in May and the first in 
June, both days.

Thanks,

Nancy

The New East Bay Open Studios | Free Self-Guided Tours 
of Artist ... 
eastbayopenstudios.com/ 
 1  
 2  
Opening Celebration and Preview Exhibition. Posted on December 14, 2017 
byadmin. One night only! Friday, May 25, 2018 Oakland Scottish Rite Center – 
Grand Ballroom 1547 Lakeside Dr., Oakland on the shores of Lake Merritt. 
2018 Artist Registration · 2018 Event Schedule · FAQ· About 

mailto:ncsaltsman@gmail.com
http://eastbayopenstudios.com/
http://eastbayopenstudios.com/
http://eastbayopenstudios.com/for-artists/artist-registration/
http://eastbayopenstudios.com/2018-event-schedule/
http://eastbayopenstudios.com/for-artists/faq/
http://eastbayopenstudios.com/about/


Linking People with Plants 
Through Botanical Art

Botanical Art 
Worldwide

Worldwide Day 
of Botanical Art

May 18, 2018
Join us in this celebration of the  

glorious diversity of plant life on Earth!

www.botanicalartworldwide.info
A Global Initiative 

uniting botanical art organizations 
and  cultural institutions  

on six continents

25 National Exhibitions

Over 700 Artists

1000 Works of Art
Portraying Native Plants of

25 Countries

Australia Flora of Australia Bermuda Native Plants of Bermuda Brazil Native Plants of Brazil Canada Art of the Plant Chile Native Plants of Chile China Native Plants of China  Colombia  Native Plants of Colombia Costa Rica Native Plants of Costa Rica France Hortus Gallicus Germany Flora’s New masters Indonesia The Diversity of Indonesian Flora Ireland  Éireannach Celebrating the Native Plants of Ireland Italy A Flourishing  Heritage - Portraits of Italian Flora Japan Native Plants of  Japan Mexico Native Plants of Mexico Netherlands Native Plants of the Netherlands New Zealand Ngāi Tipu Taketake – Indigenous Flora     Re
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*The opening and closing dates of each country’s 
exhibition vary. All exhibitions will be on view 
simultaneously on the Worldwide Day of Botanical Art, 
May 18, 2018

AT LEFT Australia: Banksia menziesii, Firewood Banksia, watercolor on 
paper, 55 x 45 cm, ©Annie Hughes. ABOVE Brazil: Caesalpinia echinata, 
Pau-Brasil, watercolor on paper, 50 x 35 cm, Fátima Zagonel.

Media Contact: Carol Woodin, Director of Exhibitions, 
American Society of Botanical Artists 

exhibitions@asba-art.org



Botanical Art Worldwide: America’s Flora
 
Linking People with Plants through Botanical Art
On view: May 4 - October 15, 2018
 
FILOLI, one of many institutional members of ASBA, will be participating in the May 18th unveiling of this exhibition of 
artwork of indigenous plants from 25 countries. Filoli will be one of the few venues on this day to feature a 2.5 hour 
slide show of the art from each country in the VEC from 2:00 – 5:00pm. They will put word out to Filoli instructors and 
students of the Botanical Art Program to be on hand to do demos with material selected by the garden staff. (I am 
hoping they’ll select natives.) I will be speaking to staff on Monday, April 23rd to further coordinate. 
 
This exhibition has been 5 years in the making. There were many unexpected obstacles along the way - not only 
coordinating with 25 countries but going through protocols required by the US Botanical Garden, who falls under the 
purview of Congress. The promotional material has just been released this week. I am including a press release and 
poster for your information. The exhibit will be seen for quite some time as it is traveling to 4 venues listed below.
 
 
 
 
FROM ASBA WEBSITE:
Jurors have selected 46 artworks for this exhibition, please see the list of artists under the Artists tab above. All 
artworks feature native plants of the US, and images will be available here once the exhibition opens. Working 
in collaboration with the US Botanic Garden, and staged in its glorious gallery space in Washington, DC, the 
exhibition includes plants from around the US, from cacti to woodland wildflowers to trees. Similar exhibitions will be 
held in 24 other countries.  American artists have created new works devoted to the indigenous plants of the US, 
while hundreds of artists around the world have depicted plants indigenous to their home countries as well. Each 
country will provide up to 40 images of works in their exhibitions to be compiled into a digital slide show that will be 
shown at participating venues. A Worldwide Day of Botanical Art will be held on May 18, 2018, with events held for 24 
hours, following the sun from venue to venue.
 
Each participating country has named a Steering Committee to participate in decision-making about this exciting 
worldwide collaboration. Countries participating include: Australia, Bermuda, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, France, Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Russia, 
Scotland, South Africa, Thailand, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the United States. Several other countries are in 
earlier planning stages. The committee is investigating opportunities for video sharing of events, demonstrations, 
lectures, and the like to bring artists and the public together on a worldwide stage. 
 
 
 
 
Some goals of the exhibition include:
-Presenting a unified message about the ability to link people with plants through botanical art.
-Acknowledging and building upon the increasing connections between botanical artists worldwide.
-Increasing appreciation and understanding of the world's plant diversity and its interconnectedness.
-Raising awareness about the worldwide movement in botanical art.
-To engage in a project to document some of the wild plant species of the world.
 



VENUES:
United States Botanic Garden
100 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20001
May 4 - October 15, 2018
 
Missouri Botanical Garden
Stephen and Peter Sachs Museum
4344 Shaw Boulevard
St. Louis, MO  63110
February 1 - May 5, 2019
 
Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum
700 North 12th Street
Wausau, WI  54403
June 8 - August 25, 2019
 
Botanical Research Institute of Texas
1700 University Drive
Fort Worth, TX  76107
September 26 - November 27, 2019
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