
Third Annual Meeting 

Northern California Society of Botanical Artists 
Saturday, February 6, 2010, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Fort Mason, Room C210, San Francisco 

 

The meeting was brought to order at 1:15 p.m. by Sally Peru, with 28 in attendance 

(including several new members), after we all had enjoyed a potluck lunch and portfolio 

sharing.  

 

CHAPTER STATUS 

Sally introduced the acting Steering Committee and Advisory Committee, all of whom 

have been acting as the de facto Board for the past year. She reviewed the requirements 

for obtaining ASBA chapter status. Bylaws approved last year are to be amended as 

follows:  

 The Executive Committee is the Board of Directors; 

 A list of officers with job descriptions is added; 

 Each of four Northern California regions will have one or more representatives; 

 A Nominating Committee and Advisory Committee are added. 

A motion was made by Danny Swanson and seconded to approve the constitution and 

bylaws as amended was unanimously passed by voice vote. 

 

A motion to complete preparations for Chapter Status was made by Lee McCaffree and 

seconded by Natasha Prose. It was unanimously approved by voice vote. An application 

is to be submitted by June 2010, with ASBA approval anticipated by October. 

 

Sally reviewed present Board job descriptions and called for nominations from the floor, 

and members received paper ballots. A Board of Directors was elected to serve for two 

years, as follows: 

 

President:      Sally Petru 

Vice Presidents for Activities:   Danny Swanson and Betsy Eisenberg 

Vice Presidents for Communications:  Pria Graves (Webmistress) 

      Nina Antze (Communications) 

      Luci Wilkins (Membership) 

Recording Secretary:    Cissy Freeman 

Treasurer:     Natasha Prose 

Parliamentarian:    (open) 

Regional Representatives:   Bernard Halliwell and  

      Kristin Jakob (North Bay) 

      (East Bay open) 

      Anne Scott-Chambers (South Bay) 

      Eliza Jewett and  

      Sandra McClellan Behling (San Francisco) 

 

 



 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1. Communications 

 Pria explained that we have taken over ownership of our domain name with 

website service for $120/year at DreamHost. She invited all members to submit digital 

files of art and a bio for the NCALSBA Members' Gallery.  

 Nina said that she posts events on the website. Send notices of shows, classes and 

events to be posted to Nina or to contact@ncalsba.  

 Lucy explained that a confidential members' listserve is available only to the 

committee for purposes of chapter email, addressing members' privacy concerns. A 

membership directory (listing names and contact information members have chosen to 

share) will be printed this year, and will be available possibly as a .pdf file annually in the 

future. An annual newsletter will be published in December or January. Anyone who 

does not have access to the internet and email should tell the committee. 

 Members expressed several concerns in discussion:  

 There should not be too many emails. 

 There should be a uniform identification of chapter email for purposes of sorting, 

retrieving and saving messages in the Inbox; Pria suggested that "NCALSBA" 

should always be at the beginning of the Subject line.  

 All emails to the group should be authorized, so send messages to 

contact@ncalsba. 

 

2. Treasurer's Report 

 Natasha confirmed that we have 51 paid members to date. She reported treasury 

figures as of February 6, 2010: 

 Income 

 UC Berkeley exhibition fees  $360.00 

 Membership dues     675.00 

 Expenses 

 UC Berkeley exhibition costs  $398.33 

 Other expenses     162.74 

 

 Total Income:    1,035.00 

 Total Expenses:      561.07 

 

 Dues for this year are $15, plus ASBA membership of $85. Once we become a 

chapter, local and national dues will be merged at $90, of which $15 will be retained by 

the chapter. 

 Sally reviewed the benefits of membership in both the NCALSBA and ASBA. 

 

3. Activities 

 Danny recounted activities in 2009: The Bouverie Wildflower walk in March, 

Filoli Exhibit in June, and ASBA annual conference in October.  

 Catherine reported on the great success of our first annual exhibit, "Plants 

Illustrated," which ran for two weeks in January, 2010 at UC Berkeley Botanical Garden. 

It was all-inclusive for members but juried by Sally, Lee and Catherine. Approximately 



450 people attended the show. We have been invited to exhibit there again in January 

2011, for three weeks. Catherine emphasized that we all need to follow ASBA exhibition 

standards for framing, matting and wiring. There was some discussion of a possible 

theme for next year's show, and publication of a color catalogue if we can find ways to 

cover the cost. We may hold our 2011 annual meeting at the UCB Botanical Garden 

during the exhibit. 

 Proposed activities for 2010 include: a wildflower walk at Bouverie Preserve near 

Glen Ellen on the first Monday in April; a wildflower walk at Edgewood Preserve in 

Woodside later in April; and a chapter activity (to be determined) in conjunction with the 

annual exhibit at Filoli June 8th to August 1st (with entries due 4/23, reception on 7/15). 

On October 22, Margaret Best will give a lecture on "Three International Legends in 

Botanical Art - Margaret Mee, Auriol Batten and Pandora Sellars. What can 

contemporary artists draw from their technical brilliance?" at the Metropolitan Club in 

San Francisco (for a fee, possibly to include an optional meal). 

    

With an invitation for everyone to participate on committees, in regions and in activities, 

the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Cissy Freeman, 2/8/2010 


