
2nd Annual Meeting

Northern California Society of Botanical Artists

February 7, 2009  - Fort Mason  - 1 to3pm

1.    2008 in Review

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Sally began the meeting by introducing those who have participated on the

Steering Committee over the last year: Clara Dey, Jeanne Lotta-Sellars, Jonelle Patrick, and Danny

Swanson. She then introduced the Advisory members: Martha Kemp, Lee McCaffree and Catherine

Watters. Next the Regional Reps were acknowledged: SF – Jeanne Lotta-Sellars, North Bay – Margaret

Butler (Kristin Jakob), East Bay – Sally Petru, South Bay/Peninsula – Luci Wilkins, Danny Swanson.

Finally, the work of Brook Trout, Betsy Eisenberg, and Clara Dey on the survey was acknowledged as

was Margaret Butler’s stellar effort on the by laws and constitution.

EVENTS: In chronological order, those who organized an event reported on what took place. Danny

described the tour of the UCSC Arboretum, Jonelle Patrick and Betsy Eisenberg shared their thoughts

on the tour of Quarry Hill in Glen Ellen while Margaret Butler, the organizer who was unable to attend,

spoke as to what is offered at Quarry Hill. Sally Petru talked about the tour of the University and

Jepson Herbaria at UC Berkeley which was led by Andrew Doran, Administrative Curator, ending with

a visit to Linda Ann Vorobik, botanist and illustrator. Finally, Jeanne Lotta-Sellars described the fine

workshop that was to have taken place with Louise Smith, but was unfortunately cancelled at the last

minute.

WEBSITE:  Clara Dey gave us an update on the status of our NCalSBA website which she updated

with guidance from her husband, Erik Hanson. Their hard work was heartily applauded. She has

redesigned the look of the website working off of Jonelle Patrick’s graphic logo designed this last year.

It includes links to: Home, Events, Past Event Photos, For Members, and the Old Web Page. This will

serve as a major communication tool for our group.

ANNUAL ASBA CONFERENCE:  Sally Petru reported on the Chapter Heads Meeting held by

Carolyn Payzant, Chapter Liaison for the ASBA. Points highlighted included: The next Annual ASBA

meeting will take place in Phoenix, AZ between October 15-18
th

; the newsletter “The Botanical Artist”

will continue to come to members four times per year in color. Chapters will be asked to contribute to

the journal on a rotating basis; Grants are available to individuals with a special project – contact the

ASBA for an application; changes are being made to the ASBA by laws – chapters should review their

own for consistency; the ASBA website is being upgraded to look more artistic; there are at least 2

other chapters who will be applying for chapter status. Finally, there are 1231 ASBA members

worldwide, and only 440 chapter members. The ASBA is going to encourage members to consider

“Artist’s Circles” as an alternative. A membership brochure is in progress.

BY LAWS and CONSTITUTION for NCSBA: Margaret Butler discussed the process used to create a

draft for consideration. It is based in part on the ASBA’s by laws and constitution, but also on those of

other chapters similar in configuration to our group. This is a very loose document that can be easily

amended as we see fit. She read our Mission Statement aloud. It was suggested that we email the

Mission Statement to all people on our current roster.  It is also available on our website.

SURVEY:  Betsy Eisenberg spoke on behalf of Brook Trout and Clara Dey who prepared the survey.

This survey was completed by 33 of the 80 current members. It yielded 28 potential volunteers. The



majority of those poled favored some sort of volunteer-based governing for our group. Most

respondents were interested in workshops and the least in stand alone social events. A majority of the

group preferred to wait to apply for ASBA chapter status.

Part 2: CONSIDERATIONS FOR 2009

BY LAWS & CONSTITUTION: The question of passing the draft by laws and constitution was raised.

With Margaret Butler’s guidance, the group reviewed what this document means to the NCSBA, and

considered pros and cons. Ultimately, it was felt that this document would help a large group such as

ours to maneuver through the formation and management of the chapter

REGIONAL REPS as STEERING COMMITTEE: Sally introduced the recommendation of the 2008

steering committee to utilize 2 to 3 representatives per region to form an Steering Committee. This

would be an alternative to having elected officers. These Reps would fill the needs that will arise such as

treasurer, recording secretary, website/communications coordinator, and so forth. Those who have

volunteered to be on the steering committee will fill jobs required to manage the chapter. If a role is not

filled, an individual will be solicited to fill that post.

2009 ACTIVITIES:  Danny introduced the plans that arose from the steering committee meeting on

January 24
th

. She will take the lead on activities to be coordinated with Filoli’s annual botanical art show

during July 2009. Ideas suggested included seeing the Banks Florilegium, a nursery tour, and painting

workshops. Cathy Rampley, Education Program Administrator for Filoli, announced details for this

year’s Annual Botanical Art Show.

PUBLIC ART SHOW:  Jeanne Lotta-Sellars introduced plans to secure a public space to hold a non-

juried botanical art show. She is very excited about organizing an event that will reach beyond our own

circle and is looking for interested volunteers.

REGIONAL GROUPS: Sally encouraged the regions to have activities on their own. This could include

painting gatherings, workshops, field trips, socials and just meeting to paint.  The Reps should take the

lead on how to address the needs of their region, but anyone who has an idea is encouraged to advertise

using the website and contact lists.

VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for interested fresh faces to volunteer on any level to keep new ideas

coming and to prevent burnout in the group that has been working to form this chapter.

ARTIST’S CIRCLES vs ASBA CHAPTERHOOD: Lee McCaffree introduced an article entitled

“Comparing Chapters and Artists Circles” that will appear in the next ASBA newsletter.  Copies of this

may be made available through Martha Kemp. It compares: permanence and continuity, organization,

budget, large-scale projects, standing with the ASBA, and reviews how chapters benefit from being part

of the ASBA.

CHAPTER STATUS: The group discussed whether we felt ready to pursue chapter status. A large

percentage who responded to this question in the survey, thought we should wait. This may have been in

the absence of knowing the extent of work completed towards the bylaws and constitution. Sally read

aloud the ASBA requirements to become a chapter. We are actually nearly done with the list. The

question remained – will our needs be met by becoming a chapter. Overall, the group felt that we were

headed in this direction and should continue to pursue this avenue. Many could see no reason why not.



PART 3.  BREAK TO MEET INFORMALLY

At this point, we broke to look at the art that was brought for viewing. Those who wished to volunteer

spoke to those on the current steering committee to put their name in to help. Others utilized the sign up

sheets to indicate how they wish to help.  Below are the names of those who have volunteered:

WEBSITE: Clara Dey

Pria Graves

Luci Wilkins

Nina Antze

ART SHOW: Jeanne Lotta-Sellars

Nancy Jackson               

Joanne Palamountain     

Leslie McLaren             

Marian DeGloria            

Margret Bowman          

Joan Diblin                      

ACTIVITIES: Danny Swanson

Betsy Eisenberg

ASBA APPLICATION: Margaret Butler

Leslie McLaren

TREASURER: Natasha Prose 

REGIONAL REP – STEERING COMMITTEE: Sally Petru

Peninsula: Signed up in Survey

Pria Graves*  Diana Thomas

Andrea Kirjassoff  Joan Hill

Danny Swanson  Anna Murphy 

Luci Wilkins*

North Bay:

Margaret Butler

Kristin Jakob*

Nina Antze

East Bay: (need 2 more)

Sally Petru*

San Francisco: (need 2 more)

Jeanne Lotta-Sellars

• indicates those who signed up. I’ve included names from last year in hopes you’ll stay on, or find a

replacement…or maybe you were just too busy to sign up!

Respectfully submitted – Sally Petru February 10, 2009


