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BOARD CANDIDATE PROFILES—2016-17   
 
 
PRESIDENT:  Marilyn Danny Swanson 
 
A native Midwesterner, Danny has lived in California for the last 65 years and currently resides in Saratoga.  

Education.  She attended the University of California-Berkeley in the mid-50s.  After her sons completed school, she 
studied Hand Bookbinding in San Francisco, specializing in French techniques.  Danny was a member of the first 
class to graduate from Filoli’s Botanical Certificate Program in 2011.  

Work Experience.  In addition to raising a family, Danny also ran her own business as a hand bookbinder for several 
years.  

Volunteer Experience.  Danny’s volunteer experience has been varied—from “hands-on” to Board positions; from 
Valley Medical Center to the Junior League of San Jose, where she led a survey and published a book on Historic 
Structures in Santa Clara Valley in 1975.  

A member of the organizing committee for NCalSBA, she has held the Board position of Activities Chair and served 
as President, beginning in 2014.  

Interests.  In addition to pursuing creative interests related to home and garden, Danny is a BIG baseball fan— 
Giants, of course.  Reading and writing are also high on her list.  She is devoted to her 40 year-old Book Club and 
has been their Recorder for 20 plus years.  

Special Skills.  Danny works on a PC and hopes, one day, to become proficient in Word, Excel, and Publisher. 
Danny has given up on proficiency and is grateful when Board members can open her e-mails!  

E-mail Address.  mds@rspartnership.com or danny@rspartnership.com  

 
 

 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Kaye Herbranson 
 
Born and raised in Southern California, Kaye moved to the Bay Area 40 years ago.  She and her husband bought 
their home in the Montclair district of Oakland, where they raised two children.  
 
Education.  Kaye attended La Sierra College in Riverside, where she met her husband.  She later received a 
certification in Landscape Design from Merritt College in Oakland.  For the last 12 years, Kaye has taken weekly art 
classes with Catherine Watters.  She is currently enrolled in the Botanical Art Certificate Program at Filoli. 
  
Work Experience.  Kaye worked as a cosmetologist while her husband attended Loma Linda University Dental 
School.  When her children entered college, she began a new career in Kitchen and Bath Restoration, retiring after 
15 years to spend time with her grandchildren.  She has recently been hired to work for the Eileen Fisher Company 
Store near her home and is enjoying the challenges of learning new skills and working with new people. 
  
Volunteer Experience.  While her children were young, Kaye enjoyed volunteering in their elementary schools, as 
well as leading her daughter's Girl Scout and her son's Cub Scout troops.  She was actively involved with the Dental 
Auxiliary and their school education programs.  Last year, she volunteered to participate on NCalSBA’s Nominations 
Committee and has served as Vice President for NCalSBA for the past two years. 
 
Interests.  Kaye loves to travel and has had the opportunity to tour the lovely gardens and chateaux of France with 
Catherine Watters.  These trips have inspired her to study French for the past six years, and she hopes to someday 
be able to communicate better while traveling in France.  Her studies in landscaping have continued to influence her 
garden at home and enhance her paintings.  She has also retained a keen interest in architectural design and loves 
solving space and storage problems for her family and friends.  Her new position at Eileen Fisher is introducing her to 
the world of fashion and fabrication of women's clothing. 
 
Special Skills.  Kaye has design and presentation skills. 
 
E-mail Address.   kherbranson@comcast.net 
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 SECRETARY:  Catherine Dellor 
 
Catherine considers herself a native Californian, despite being born in Illinois.  A Navy Submarine Brat, her childhood 
was spent moving every two years between San Diego, Napa, and Honolulu.  Apart from a two-year stint in Munich, 
she has lived most of her adult life in Northern California.  She has lived in Los Altos for the last 40 years.  

Education.  Catherine attended the University of Hawaii and San Jose State University for undergraduate work in 
Commercial Art.  She also studied Ornamental Horticulture at Foothill College.  She has a Master Certificate in 
Botanical Illustration from the Mary Harden School of Design.  Catherine continues to study with Mary in a master 
watercolor class and takes occasional botanical art classes at Filoli and conferences.  

Work Experience.  Catherine began her career as an Integrated Circuit Layout Designer at Fairchild Semiconductor 
in the late 1960s, where she met her husband.  She had her first son before moving to Munich and started a 
landscape design business upon returning to the US.  She ran this business from home, had another son, and 
managed the household.  She went back to work as a circuit layout designer and retired as a Layout Manager in 
2011.  Since retiring, Catherine has been able to devote more time to developing her botanical art.  

Volunteer Experience.  Catherine sat on the ASBA board as treasurer when her sons played soccer.  She 
volunteered in elementary school classrooms, was team mother for various sports activities, and chaired committees 
for both sons’ graduation-night parties. She walked the first two Avon Breast Cancer three-day, sixty-mile walks. 
Recently, Catherine twice decorated tables for the Aids Grove Fundraising Gala and donated paintings to their 
auction.  

Interests.  Catherine is a dedicated cook and has taken classes from Samin Nosrat, a Chez Panisse alumni.  She 
has a large garden (which she designed) that could use more attention, but a new granddaughter has come onto the 
scene and is taking up more of her grandmother’s time.  Catherine also enjoys reading, travel, and taking botanical 
classes.  

Special Skills.  Catherine does not want to list computer skills, as she is finished with the land of ones and zeros. 
She does have administrative and organizational skills, as well as experience working with nonprofits.  

 
 

 
 
TREASURER:  Svetlana Tkachenko 
 
Svetlana was born in Russia and lived in the Ukraine.  Since coming to the United States, she has lived in Ohio, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, Washington, D. C., and California.  She currently resides in San Francisco. 

Education.  Svetlana received her BS and Masters of Accountancy from Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  She also obtained a TEFL Certificate (Teaching English as a Foreign Language). 
 
Work Experience.  Svetlana worked as an internal auditor for two and a half years until she moved to California.  In 
California, she was an Operations Manager at a floor covering facility, moving on to become a Staff Accountant with 
the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy.  She is currently the Assistant Controller with the Golden Gate 
National Parks Conservancy. 

Volunteer Experience.  Svetlana has worked as a volunteer at the Presidio Nursery and for several Golden Gate 
National Parks events. 

Interests.  Naturally curious with a love of learning, Svetlana enjoys reading and learning about anything that sparks 
her interest.  In addition to taking immense pleasure in creating art and writing, she is particularly interested in 
studying the natural world.  Her interests are broad, ranging from biology, history, languages, classical literature, 
poetry, and films—to sewing, knitting, embroidery, and teaching.   

Athletically inclined, she enjoys yoga, hiking, running, biking, and rock climbing on a regular basis. 

Special Skills.  Her technical and computer skills include Microsoft Office, Photoshop, and several accounting 
programs. 

E-mail Address.  Sxt93@case.edu 
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PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Maria Cecilia (Cissy) Freeman 
 
Born in Havana, Cuba, Cissy grew up in and around Washington, D.C., moved to Berkeley in 1983, and has lived in 
Santa Cruz since 1998.  
 
Education.  She received a BA in English at the University of Maryland, then an MS and PhD (ABD) in Linguistics at 
Georgetown University.  Throughout her school years, she also studied art.  Cissy continued her eclectic training up 
to the present by taking classes and workshops from many wonderful artists, concentrating on botanical art and 
illustration since 1990.  
 
Work Experience.  After teaching in community college on the East Coast, Cissy taught for 24 years at UC Berkeley 
and UC Santa Cruz.  She retired in 2007 to take her work as a freelance artist off the back burner and make it her 
primary occupation.  
 
Volunteer Work.  Mostly, Cissy tries to keep up with environmental issues (local or global) and does what she can to 
support the work of several environmental organizations.  She also volunteers with the Smith Renaissance Society at 
UCSC, serving as a mentor to students who are former foster or homeless youth. 
 
Interests.  When she is not drawing and painting, Cissy likes to be outside tending her roses, fruit and vegetable 
gardens, and walking in wild places studying the flora.  She also likes to see a great deal of her children and three 
grandsons.  In addition to the ASBA and NCalSBA, Cissy is an active member of the Guild of Natural Science 
Illustrators, the California Native Plant Society, the American Rose Society, and the Heritage Rose Foundation.  
 
Special Skills.  Cissy has excellent writing, teaching, and presentation skills. 
 
E-mail Address.  mcf@mcf-art.com or freeman@baymoon.com  
 
 
 

 
 
CHAIR, MEMBER ACTIVITIES:  Liz Stroh-Coughlin 

 A Colorado native, Liz has lived in both Michigan and Washington State.  For the past 24 years, she has resided in 
Los Gatos with her husband, two daughters, and several pets.  

Education.  Liz attended the University of Washington, Seattle, where she earned her BA and MA in Anthropology 
(specifically Native American Indian art and material culture) and a BS in Nursing.  She did an internship at the 
Denver Art Museum in the Native American Indian Collection in 1981.  In 1996, she graduated from UCSF with an 
MSN and FNP (Master of Science in Nursing and Family Nurse Practioner).  She is currently enrolled at Filoli in the 
Botanical Art Certificate Program.  

Work Experience.  Liz is a retired Family Nurse Practioner.  She had her two beautiful daughters late in life, inspiring 
her to change her career path in order to spend more time at home.  She started a travel business, working at home 
as an independent IATAN travel consultant for ten years.  

Volunteer Experience.  Liz served as a Peace Corps Volunteer from1983-85 as a Health Worker in Truk State, 
Micronesia.  It was here where she met her husband, who was a US Public Health Service Corps MD at the time. 
She coached Girls on the Run for six years at Hillbrook School and was committee chair for several positions with the 
Heritage Oaks Chapter of National Charity League (NCL) 2009-2014.  Currently, she is a Trail Patrol Volunteer with 
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District.  You will often find her on the local mountain trails.  

Interests.  Liz has many hobbies, including travel, hiking, golf, art, meditation, animals, and spending time with family 
and friends.  

Special Skills.  Liz has well developed organizational and communication skills from her experience as a nurse and 
travel consultant.  She also has experience in event planning.  

E-mail Address.  lizfamilytravel@aol.com  
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CHAIR, MEMBER COMMUNICATIONS:  Nina Antze 
 
Nina grew up in the Bronx, New York, but has lived in Northern California for most of her adult life.  She currently 
lives in Sebastopol.  

Education.  Nina received a BA in Fine Art at San Francisco State University and a Certificate in Botanical Illustration 
from the New York Botanical Gardens.  

Work Experience.  Nina’s early career was in accounting and bookkeeping.  She also was an artist, weaver, and 
quilt maker, and taught quilting classes for many years. In 1987, she created PCQuilt, a software program for quilt 
makers, and started her own business selling the program.  She currently teaches Colored Pencil and Botanical 
Illustration throughout the Bay Area, including the Sebastopol Center for the Arts, Santa Rosa Junior College, and 
Filoli Gardens.  

Volunteer Work.  Currently, Nina is a docent at Bouverie Preserve in Glen Ellen, doing nature hikes with third and 
fourth graders.  Past volunteer work includes teaching art in schools and nursing homes, Phelps Hospital Gray Lady, 
Board member of the Sebastopol Education Foundation, and classroom volunteer.  

Interests.  Nina’s interests include family and grandchildren; she currently visits with grandchildren in Southern 
California and Santa Cruz at least once a month.  She enjoys growing flowers and vegetables on the farm her 
husband is starting in Sebastopol.  When not teaching or drawing, Nina also makes the occasional baby quilt and is 
an avid reader.  

Special Skills.  Nina’s computer skills include:  Word, Excel, some Photoshop, Quicken, some web design—but no 
HTML.  She also has bookkeeping and communication skills.  

E-mail Address: antze@pcquilt.com  

 
 

 
 
 
 
CO-CHAIR, WEB COMMUNICATIONS:  Pria Graves 
 
Pria is a San Francisco native who has resided in the Bay Area most of her life.  She frequently spends time in the 
UK as well as visiting Australia, her mother’s birthplace.  She and her husband, George, have lived in their 1904 
home in Palo Alto for more than 30 years.  

Education.  Pria holds a BA in philosophy from UCSC, an MBA from University of Santa Clara, a Certificate in 
Garden Design from UC Berkeley Extension, and a Certificate in Botanical Art from Filoli. 

Work Experience.  She spent 20+ years as a software engineer and, since 2000, divides her time between botanical 
art, community and non-profit activities, and travel.  

Volunteer Work.  Her past volunteer experience includes:  chair and webmaster of College Terrace (Palo Alto) 
Residents’ Association for six years; board member and webmaster of two Palo Alto historic preservation non-profits 
and the SF Branch of the English-Speaking Union; and member of the Santa Clara County Airports Commission.  

Interests.  Pria is passionate about heirloom plants and collects and grows many in her garden.  She also enjoys 
playing Celtic harp and studying British history, especially the period between 1912 and the Second World War.  Little 
known fact:  in a former life, Pria rode a motorcycle across country several times—by herself! 

Special Skills.  Her technical skills include Web design and computer skills such as Photoshop, Excel, PowerPoint, 
etc.  She is also a published writer.  She is currently writing a series of articles on "Endangered Foods" for the ASBA 
Journal. 

E-mail Address.   priag@birkethouse.com  Website.  www.birketthouse.com 
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CO-CHAIR, WEB COMMUNICATIONS:  Deni Manning 
 
A native Californian, Deni was born and raised in Northern California and currently lives in Alameda. 
 
Education.  She received a BS in Computer Science from California State University, Chico, and an MBA in 
Telecommunications Management from Golden Gate University, San Francisco.  She is currently enrolled in the 
Botanical Art Certificate Program at Filoli and has taken project management classes at UC Berkeley Extension. 
 
Work Experience.  Deni has worked as a systems analyst and project manager for Wang Laboratories and 
American President Systems.  She also managed the content for a Catholic school’s website. 
 
Volunteer Experience.  Deni served as a Board member on the following organizations:  Northern California Society 
of Botanical Artists, her Homeowner’s Association, Friends of the Independent Adoption Center, and PTG (Parent 
Teachers Group). 
 
Interests.  She began taking botanical watercolor classes with Catherine Watters many years ago.  She enjoys 
taking botanical art classes at Filoli.  She is a book club member, hikes in the Oakland Hills, and likes to ride her bike. 
 
Special Skills.  Deni’s special skills include project management and updating the Northern California Society of 
Botanical Artists’ website. 
 
Email Address.  denimanning@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Nancy Wheeler Klippert 
 
The child of a Naval Aviator, Nancy moved often and lived many different places during her youth.  She was born in 
Massachusetts and has lived in Florida, Panama, Minnesota, New York, Wyoming, moved to Santa Rosa, CA in 
1977. 
 
Education.  Nancy graduated from the University of Wyoming with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree.  She has taken 
additional art classes at Santa Rosa Junior College, including Graphic Design, Commercial Illustration, and Colored 
Pencil. 
 
Work Experience.  Nancy worked for approximately 20 years as an accountant in the Wine and Grape Growing 
Industry in Sonoma and Napa Counties. 
 
Volunteer Work.  International Heirloom Expo. 
 
Interests.  Besides her passion for drawing plants and birds, she loves hiking, reading, and spending time with 
family. 
 
Special Skills.  Nancy’s skills include accounting and Excel. 
 
E-mail Address.  nancyisus@aol.com 
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MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Judy Paris  

Almost a native Californian, Judy moved from Illinois to Los Gatos at the age of three. Since then, she has lived 
primarily in the Bay Area. She currently resides with her husband, Mark, and a menagerie of dogs and cats in Portola 
Valley.  

Education.  Judy attended De Anza College and San Jose State while married and working full time. Her emphasis 
was business and finance.  She continued to take classes throughout her banking career related to finance and 
banking. She also taught lending skills in the evening for a short time.  

Work Experience.  Judy has 35+ years in banking, primarily as a lender with a portfolio of commercial and 
commercial real estate loans/clients.  Beginning at Barclays Bank of California for ten years, Judy also worked at 
Bank of California, and finally Mid-Peninsula Bank for 18 years where she was a Senior Vice President.  Mid-
Peninsula, part of Greater Bay Bancorp, was acquired by Wells Fargo, so for a couple of years Judy worked for Wells 
Fargo until, happily, she was able to retire in 2010.  

Volunteer Experience.  Judy has a long history of volunteer work:  four years on the Palo Alto Chamber Board; six 
years on Pathways Hospice Board in the 90s and early 2000s, of which at least two years were as Finance Chair; two 
years on the Elizabeth Gamble Garden Board, 2000-2002 as Finance Chair, then remained on the Finance 
Committee for several years; President Elect and Co-President of Elizabeth Gamble Board 2012-2013; and currently 
serving on the Finance Committee for Elizabeth Gamble Garden Board.  

Interests.  Judy loves being outdoors and spending time with her friends and dogs.  She enjoys exploring nature, 
gardening, hiking, kayaking, and skiing.  Indoors, she is an avid reader and loves to cook.  Since retiring, she has 
more time for traveling.  She is enjoying learning to be a botanical artist and is grateful that she now has the time to 
pursue it.  

Special Skills.  Judy has financial and organizational management experience, as well as experience working with 
nonprofits.  

E-mail Address.  judithinanda@yahoo.c 

 
 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  Suzanne Oldfield  

Suzanne was born and raised in West Virginia, moved to California in the early seventies, and currently lives in 
Hillsborough, CA, with her husband, Ted.  
 
Education.  Suzanne received a BA in Psychology and Art History from Mills College, where she graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa.  She has continued to take classes over the years:  interior design for a year at the College of San Mateo and 
creative writing classes at Stanford.  She received her Certificate in Botanical Art at Filoli in 2014. 
 
Work Experience.  Suzanne began her career at Bank of America, California Division Marketing, working as the 
assistant to the Director of Marketing.  From there she moved to United States Leasing, where she worked as a writer 
in the Training Department.  She co-founded Merit Training Corporation, a management-consulting firm, specializing 
in change management for financial service organizations.  At Merit, she was responsible for the design and 
development of client training programs, including all written materials and graphic design.  
 
Volunteer Work.  With only one night manning the phones at San Francisco Suicide Prevention under her belt, 
Suzanne's volunteer work is very, very thin.  She did work for Catholic Social Services—for next to nothing, when she 
thought she might like to become a psychologist.  Twenty years later, she managed to log in some volunteer time 
designing a new kitchen for the City of St. Marys Community Building.   
 
Interests.  Suzanne is an avid reader and has been a member of a book club called Women Who Read Too Much 
for over 24 years.  She enjoys hiking, skiing, and riding the reclining bicycle at Silver Sneakers three times a week.  In 
addition to botanical art, she enjoys creative writing and hopes to find a way to combine these interests. 
 
Special Skills.  Suzanne has administrative and project management skills.  She is competent on the computer and 
proficient with MS Word.  
 
E-mail Address.  suzanneoldfield@aol.com 
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NORTH BAY CO-REPRESENTATIVE:  Kristin Jakob 
 
Kristin was born and raised in Mill Valley, California.  She lived in France from 1976-1978, illustrating a book on 
poisonous plants of the world while her father worked in Paris.  From 1978-1982, she lived in England, attending the 
Royal College of Art in London; married the rhythm guitarist of the Psychedelic Furs so he could get a work permit; 
divorced and returned to her Mill Valley family home, where she has resided ever since. 

Education.  After attending the College of Marin for one year, taking art and science classes, Kristin received an MA 
from the Royal College of Art in London. 

Work Experience.  Kristin has worked part-time at a framing company and part-time at Smith & Hawken stores and 
nurseries.  She currently works at Green Jeans Garden Supply in Mill Valley, while pursuing free-lance garden 
consultation, design and some labor. Kristin also does free-lance botanical illustration.  Her work has been shown in 
numerous one-person and group exhibitions, some of which she also juried.  She has published in journals, 
magazines, books, and catalogs, and on package designs and educational posters.  Her self-published greeting 
cards and prints are sold mainly in the SF Bay Area. 

Volunteer Work.  She is a board member of NCalSBA, serving as a Regional Rep. since it’s founding.  She is a juror 
for the Filoli Florilegium and the Alcatraz Florilegium.  Kristin is a long-time board member of the California Native 
Plant Society, Marin Chapter, filling several positions concurrently.  She is a past council member of the California 
Horticultural Society, on the Grounds Committee of the Mill Valley Outdoor Art Club, and occasional consultant on 
plants for the O’Hanlon Center for the Arts and the City of Mill Valley.    

Interests.  Kristin’s interests are numerous, principally in the performing arts (as a spectator).  She relishes any 
opportunity to botanize in the wild and to visit well-crafted private and public gardens.  

Special Skills.  She is a fairly good proofreader and a two-fingered typist who feels her technical/computer skills are 
sorely limited.  She is a good facilitator and usually diplomatic. 

E-mail Address.  kristinjakob@att.net 
 

 
 
NORTH BAY CO-REPRESENTATIVE:  Bernard Halliwell 
 
Bernard was born in Guildford, England, and grew up in Arden, Delaware, one of those utopian communities one 
finds here and there in America.  One of his earliest memories is, at the age of four, leading his grandmother around 
the garden in Arden, telling her the names of the plants in Latin.  After Arden, his family moved to Victoria, Texas; 
Parkersburg, West Virginia; and Marin County, CA. 
 
Education.  Bernard has academic degrees from Purdue University, Columbia University, and the University of 
California, Berkeley.  As a young man, he went to Japan to study Japanese, after completing language courses at 
Middlebury College and Columbia University.  As an adult, he attended Merritt College and the College of Marin, 
where he studied drawing and painting.  A diligent student, he continues to take classes in watercolor, oils, tempera, 
and printmaking. 
 
Work Experience.  Bernard has had richly textured experiences working in schools, libraries, and the research 
departments of corporations.  For ten years, he also dealt with the devastating illnesses of two family members, 
encountering first hand the failings of the medical system and society at large when the matter of old age and illness 
come to the fore. 
 
Volunteer Work.  For many years, Bernard was on the Board of Directors of the California Institute for Biodiversity, a 
non-profit organization that produced multi-media curriculum enhancement software and teacher training programs.  
He also served on the Board of Pro Esteros, a binational organization that worked to preserve wetlands in the Baja 
California region of Mexico.  He has been on the Board of Directors of Bay Area Rescue Keeshonden, a group that 
rescues and places Keeshondens and similar dogs in new homes. 
 
Interests.  His life has been characterized by many loves:  language and expression, the natural world, physical 
activity, music, and good fellowship.  He reads extensively; he writes; he walks out upon the land.  He cycles and 
swims, and he is an excellent cook.  He also goes to concerts, opera, and plays.  
 
Special Skills.  Bernard has excellent writing, research, and language skills and broad experience working in 
nonprofit and educational organizations. 
 
E-mail Address.  greyfriarsmarin@gmail.com 
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SOUTH BAY REPRESENTATIVE:  Béatrice Bergemont 
 
Born and raised in France, Béatrice moved to the Bay Area in 1992.  She shares her time between her homes in Palo 
Alto and Incline Village, Nevada. 
 
Education.  Béatrice holds a nursing diploma and is currently enrolled in the Filoli Botanical Art Certificate Program. 
 
Work Experience.  While living in France, Béatrice joined the workforce as a nurse.  She began her career working 
first in a hospital and later on as a private-duty nurse.  After moving to the United States, Béatrice took time off to 
raise her children.  In 1997, she joined the International School of the Peninsula (ISTP) in Palo Alto, where she 
occupied various administrative positions before becoming Director of their Enrichment Program.  Béatrice retired 
from ISTP in June 2015, in order to concentrate on her botanical art studies. 
 
Volunteer Experience.  While her children were young, Béatrice enjoyed volunteering at their school, as well as at 
the International School.  She also volunteers for other community and fundraising events. 
 
Interests.  Béatrice enjoys botanical art and watercolor in general and participates in many local workshops.  She is 
an active member of hiking and biking groups.  She likes traveling, gardening, skiing, cooking, and reading. 
 
Special Skills.  Béatrice is bilingual in French and English.  In addition to being well-organized and detailed-oriented, 
she has both administrative and organizational skills. 
 
E-mail Address.  BeatriceBergemont@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SOUTH BAY REPRESENTATIVE:  Celia Bakke 
 
Celia is a native Californian; she was born in Oakland and grew up in the Montclair area. 
 
Education.  She was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree from UC Berkeley, a Master of Librarianship from the 
University of Washington, and a Master of Arts from San Jose State University.  Celia is currently enrolled in the Filoli 
Botanical Art Certificate Program and has taken botanical art classes at Merritt College. 
 
Work Experience.  Celia began her career as a librarian at the University of Washington.  After returning to 
California, she worked at the IBM Library in San Jose.  When both sons were enrolled in elementary school, she 
accepted a position at the San Jose State University Library where she worked for over 35 years, retiring in 2011. 
 
Volunteer Experience.  Currently, Celia chairs a NUMU (New Museum Los Gatos) committee, which plans and 
organizes five-to-six programs each year for the art: inFOCUS Speaker Series.  She was recently appointed Archivist 
for the Emeritus and Retired Faculty Association of San Jose State University. 
 
Interests.  Celia’s interests include gardening and sharing her cooking with family and friends.  Travel? Absolutely.  
She enjoys both domestic and offshore excursions.  Reading brings great pleasure, and she has been a member of 
several book groups over the years. 
 
Special skills.  Celia's skills include research and information, as well as planning and organizing programs. 
 
Email. celia.bakke@sjsu.edu 
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EAST BAY REPRESENTATIVE:  Pat Rudebusch 
 
Pat considers herself a Chicago native, despite having been born in Hawaii and living in Philadelphia and 
Washington, D.C.  She has lived in Orinda for the past 20 years with her husband, two daughters, and numerous 
furry and feathered critters. 
 
Education.  Pat is a graduate of Northwestern University, where she studied cultural anthropology and music.  She 
was introduced to botanical art at a class taught at the UC Berkeley Botanical Garden and has taken classes with 
Catherine Watters for three years. 
 
Work Experience.  Pat’s professional career was in fundraising and nonprofit marketing.  She has worked for the 
University of Pennsylvania and PBS, where she was the director of major and planned gifts.  She has also worked on 
projects for World Wildlife Fund, the NAACP, and she has contributed articles to several nonprofit magazines and 
newsletters. 
 
Volunteer Work.  A habitual volunteer, Pat as served on the boards of the Orinda Union School District, Educational 
Foundation of Orinda, Friends of the Orinda Library, and UC Berkeley Botanical Garden.  She is also a member of 
the Volunteer Council at The Marine Mammal Center, and a docent Pt. Reyes National Seashore. 
 
Interests.  In addition to painting, Pat enjoys travel, yoga, cooking, and cultivating her California native and drought-
tolerant garden.  She also hopes to one day be able to call herself a birder. 
 
Special Skills.  A Mac devotee, Pat is proficient in Pages and Keynote.  She also can whip up a batch of seal pup 
formula in no time. 
 
E-mail Address.  prudebusch@mac.com 
 
 

 
 
 
CHAPTER ADVISOR:  Lee McCaffree 
 
Born and raised in Seattle, WA, Lee currently resides in Orinda, CA, with her husband, Chuck.  They have lived in 
many places throughout the U.S. and in London, England.   

Education.  Lee received her BA from University of Washington in Math after attending Smith College.  She began 
her career in botanical art in London, studying under Christabel King of Kew Gardens.  She received Silver Gilt 
Medals for showing her “Pinus” series and her “Plants in Peril” series at the Royal Horticultural Society exhibitions in 
London.  Her work has been included in numerous juried exhibitions at many Botanical Gardens and Museums. 

Work Experience.  Currently, Lee is a Botanical Art Instructor, who gives regular private classes in the Bay Area.  
She also shares the implementation and curriculum of the Filoli Botanical Art Certificate Program, where she is a 
primary instructor.  She has taught workshops at venues around the U.S. and at the ASBA Annual meetings.   

In addition to teaching, Lee is an artist/illustrator whose work is in the permanent collections of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew, the Filoli Florilegium, and the Hunt Institute of Botanical Documentation.  She created the poster for 
the California Native Plant Sale for the East Bay for nine years.  Her work is published in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, 
England, and Today’s Botanical Artist.  One of Lee’s paintings was recently included in “Losing Paradise,” an exhibit 
of endangered species illustrations, which traveled throughout the U. S. and Kew Gardens. 

Volunteer Work.  Lee volunteers with the California Native Plant Society where she has juried the art exhibits and 
spent many years with the plant propagation/sales team.  Lee just finished a term on the American Society of 
Botanical Artists Board of Directors, where she was chair of the Artist and Education Grant Committee.  In addition to 
volunteering at Filoli in various capacities, she contributes her work as a Filoli Florilegium Artist.   She spent many 
years volunteering in the Girl Scouts as a troop leader, trainer, and local administrator. 

Interests.  In addition to visiting with her grandchildren, Lee enjoys teaching, learning, hiking, gardening, and 
traveling.  By concentrating her work on native plants, she hopes to increase their visibility and use in public and 
private landscaping.  

Special Skills.  She has developed the skills to support her artwork, including Excel, framing, and exhibit jurying and 
organization. 

E-mail Address.   lncmccaffree@comcast.net 
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CHAPTER ADVISOR:  Catherine Watters 
 
Catherine was born and raised in Paris, where her love of art began.  She came to the United States when she was 
15 and currently resides in Orinda, CA, with her husband, Bob.  

Education. Catherine received her BA from the University of California, Davis, where she studied French Literature 
and Art.  She holds Teaching Credentials in French, Spanish, and Art—also from U.C. Davis. She is a self-taught 
botanical artist who became interested in this art form 25 years ago. 

Work Experience.  Catherine’s early work experience was with Transamerica Airlines as a flight attendant, then as a 
supervisor.  She also taught French and Art in Davis and the Bay area.  Currently, Catherine is a Botanical Art 
instructor, teaching classes in the San Francisco Bay Area.  She is also a primary instructor and curriculum developer 
for the Filoli Botanical Art Certificate Program. 

 In addition to teaching, Catherine is a working artist whose illustrations have been published in Rare Lilies of 
California (CNPS), Sunset Western Garden Book and Pruning (both published by Sunset).  Her French publications 
include:  Une Histoire des Fleurs and Le Langage des Fleurs, (Perrin).  More recently, Catherine’s work was featured 
in Horticulture Magazine, Victoria Magazine, and twice in Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, most recently in July 2011. 

Volunteer Work.  Catherine’s volunteer experience includes fundraising at the East Bay French-American School in 
Berkeley.  Currently, she is on the Board of The American Society of Botanical Artists, serving on the Awards, 
Exhibition, and Education committees.  In addition to volunteering at Filoli in various capacities, she contributes her 
work as a Filoli Florilegium Artist, documenting plants in the garden. 

Interests.  Catherine enjoys painting and exhibiting her work.  Recent juried exhibitions include The Hunt Institute, 
Filoli, The Horticultural Society of New York, and The Brooklyn Botanic Garden.  She also enjoys traveling to France, 
visiting gardens, and collecting botanical art and books.  

Special Skills.  Catherine is a gifted teacher and artist, bilingual in French and English, and highly skilled at chairing 
events. 

E-mail Address.  catherinewatters@sbcglobal.net  

 
 

 
 
 
CHAPTER ADVISOR:  Sally Petru 
 
A fourth-generation Californian, Sally was born in Palo Alto and raised in Marin County.  She currently resides in 
Oakland with her husband and whichever of her three adult children are home. 

Education.  Sally began her studies at Principia College in Studio Arts.  After transferring to UC Davis, she received 
a BS in Environmental Planning and Management with an emphasis in Landscape Architecture.  She received her 
Certificate in Botanical Art from Filoli in 2011. 

Work Experience.  Sally began her career in landscape design and urban planning with Royston, Hanamoto, Beck 
and Abbey, Landscape Architects.  Following this, she worked for the State of California Department of Water 
Resources, promoting water conservation and installing low water-use demonstration gardens.  With the City of 
Berkeley, she worked in the Parks Design Department to improve City parks.  At U.S. Windpower, she worked as a 
Permit Coordinator, obtaining land-use permits for wind farms throughout California.  Currently, Sally is a self-
employed botanical illustrator, who also teaches botanical illustration. 

Volunteer Work.  Her school volunteer work included regular participation as a room parent, Language Program 
Coordinator, Auction Coordinator, PTA Secretary, and upper school liaison to the high school head.  Over the last 
several years, she has done a variety of jobs for the Children’s Support League and is a Trustee for Remember 
Them, a humanitarian sculpture installed in downtown Oakland.  A founding member of NCalSBA since 2005, Sally 
helped to guide the organization through the process of becoming a Chapter of the ASBA.  

Interests.  In addition to spending time with her family, she enjoys tennis, hiking, dancing, cooking, working in her 
garden, traveling, and camping.  

Special Skills.  Sally is proficient on the computer in Word, Excel, and Adobe Photoshop.  She is a skilled framer, 
draftswoman, illustrator, and an amateur horticulturist. 

E-mail Address.  sal@sallypetru.com       Website.   www.sallypetru.com 

 


